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Foreword – Chris Spurr, Chairman 
 
The past year has seen a total of nine plaques erected by the Ulster History Circle, and the successful completion 
in June 2012 of the five-year Celebrating Achievers Project, which was grant-aided by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
Although the number of plaques is fewer than in some recent years, the Circle has been as busy as ever, 
developing new fundraising partnerships, marking our thirtieth anniversary, and enhancing the New Dictionary of 
Ulster Biography. The Circle meets every month, twelve times a year with no break, as fundraising and planning 
the plaques are on-going activities, with the summer months often busy with events.  
 
I would like to thank my colleagues on the Circle for their support and their valued contributions throughout the 
year. A voluntary body like ours depends entirely on the continuing commitment of its members. On behalf of 
the Circle I would also like to say state how much we appreciate the generosity of our sponsors, many of the City 
and District Councils, and those individuals, organisations and businesses without whose help and support the 
Circle could not continue in its work of commemorating and celebrating the many distinguished people from, or 
significantly connected with, Ulster, who are exemplified by those remembered this year. 
 
Although the exact date of the Circle’s foundation by the late James Hawthorne is not recorded, we are taking 
2013 as our thirtieth anniversary, and to mark this, an article on the Circle and its activities to date was published 
in the January-February 2013 edition of History Ireland magazine. Another milestone this year was the 150th 
plaque erected by the Circle since its foundation. The recipient of the plaque was the artist Frank McKelvey.  
 
In May 2012, the Circle was invited by BBC Northern Ireland to participate in The Great British Story, a UK-
wide people’s history project, which was holding an outreach day at Mount Stewart, the National Trust property 
near Newtownards, Co Down.  As an established heritage body, the Circle is pleased to attend such events, in 
order to enhance our own profile, as well as to contribute to the success of other organisations. This event was 
one of many the Circle’s volunteer members attended during the year, to help to inform the public directly about 
our activities. There is great public interest in the Circle, and we have the benefit of being recognised and trusted 
for the work we do. The Circle’s plaques are a source of pride in local communities all over Northern Ireland, 
and our distinctive contribution to heritage tourism is acknowledged by the many official guides and numerous 
visitors who appreciate our plaques.  
 
The Circle’s events often attract considerable media interest. As well as receiving extensive local coverage, the 
plaque unveiling for Sir William McArthur was reported in London Business News and Wetherspoon News. In addition 
to print news reports, some events were featured on the BBC’s Good Morning Ulster and Newsline programmes and 
on UTV Live. Newspaper reports in January 2013 that English Heritage was suspending its blue plaque scheme in 
London for financial reasons, led to local media interest in the Circle, and broadcasts on BBC Radio Ulster and 
U105 informed listeners that the Circle’s plaque project continues to grow and develop. 
 
An important part of the Circle’s work is the New Dictionary of Ulster Biography (NDUB). This free on-line 
resource is enhanced every month, wholly by voluntary input, and it represents a major source of reference. The 
articles in the NDUB are a pleasure to read, and offer a fascinating insight on many of our persons of note. Unlike 
our blue plaque scheme, which only considers those persons who are deceased twenty years or more, the NDUB 
has the distinct difference of including those of more recent import and demise.   
  
A plaque unites a person with a location in their life, and the careful and extensive effort Circle volunteers put 
into planning the plaques should not be underestimated. Each plaque needs thorough and accurate research into 
its location, and especially so in Belfast, where many streets have been renumbered over the decades. Street 
Indexes are checked over, site visits made, and owners and tenants consulted for permission to allow the plaque 
on their premises. These activities can take considerable time, especially in obtaining permission. The plaque 
wording is carefully chosen; invitations are designed and printed; a person to unveil invited; guest speakers 
arranged, as each unveiling is accompanied by a talk on the person being honoured, and family members, and 
members of professional bodies associated with the plaque recipient are contacted and invited. The whole has to 
be carefully planned and coordinated, towards creating a single special event. The voluntary hours involved in this 
are considerable, but rewarding, as the reports of this year’s plaque unveilings show.    
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Up until June 2012, for those plaques in receipt of Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) money, a member of the Fund’s 
Northern Ireland committee usually attended our unveilings to speak on their organisation’s work. The Circle’s 
Celebrating Achievers Project, which ran from 2007-12 and benefited from Lottery funding of £49,600, was a 
considerable success, with its aims achieved, and in many cases exceeded. In January 2013 a further application 
was made to the HLF for a similar grant, to enable the Circle to continue to extend its activities and its outreach 
programme. However, this application has proved unsuccessful, with the result that in the foreseeable future the 
Circle’s activities will concentrate on its plaque programme, with few additional undertakings. The Circle regards 
this concentration on plaque matters as a positive opportunity to consolidate its work.    
 
As the Circle must raise funds for every plaque, time for this has to be factored into the pre-planning process. 
Some district councils and organisations have been generous and supportive of our efforts, and their details are 
given in this Report. Individuals and groups have also been generous, and the hope is that they will continue to be 
so. The Circle carefully considers each suggestion for a plaque, and it must be noted that a promise of ready 
funding does not mean a promise of a plaque. The Circle always decides and agrees on the names for 
commemoration.  
 
Our 160th plaque will soon be in place, and the major milestone of Plaque 200 is getting ever nearer. Our hopes 
for the year 2013-14 include unveiling one or more plaques in those counties of Ulster not yet included in the 
Circle’s scheme: Donegal, Cavan and Monaghan. We would like to partner with Derry City Council, to achieve 
their funding of an agreed annual number of plaques, as Belfast City Council already does. We also hope to site a 
first plaque in Armagh city, an historic centre with many individuals to commemorate, yet a place where the 
Circle has no presence. These aspirations, like all our efforts, are subject to funds being available, and in 
conclusion, thank you once more to those who have supported the Ulster History Circle over the past year, both 
with funding and friendship, and thank you in advance to those who will do so over the next twelve months.  
 
 
May 2013 

Dr Margaret Ward (Director, Women's Resource and Development Agency) and other 'suffragists', at the 
Isabella Tod unveiling on 8 March 2013 (International Women’s Day), at 99 Botanic Avenue, Belfast 
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Introduction 
This report of the Circle’s operations draws together the main strands of its activities in the year to 31 March 
2013. 
 
The Ulster History Circle is a small, voluntary, not for profit organisation that places commemorative plaques in 
public places, in cities, towns and villages all over Ulster, in honour of men and women who have contributed to 
the Province’s history. The Circle is recognised as a Charity by HM Revenue and Customs. The Constitution is 
set out in Appendix 4. The work of the Circle is entirely voluntary. The Circle has no earning capacity or trust 
funds of any kind and depends on District Councils, individuals, organisations and businesses to contribute to the 
cost of erecting individual plaques.  
 
The Circle encourages nominations for plaques from the public and many of our projects are selected from such 
nominations. The eligibility criteria and information about how to make a nomination are set out on our website 
www.ulsterhistory.co.uk.  The general rule is that a proposal to put up a plaque is not considered unless the 
person to be commemorated has been deceased for at least 20 years - less if the deceased person was born more 
than 100 years ago. An explanation of how the scheme works is set out in Appendix 3. 
 
Plaques erected in 2012-2013 
This year saw the 150th plaque erected by the Circle since its foundation in the early 1980s. The recipient of the 
plaque was the artist Frank McKelvey. In the year nine plaques were erected in different parts of Northern 
Ireland.  The fewer number (a contrast to the 14 in 2011-12) was mainly due to a reduction in the funding 
available. Appendix 1 shows the sources and amount of the funds secured. The Circle is grateful to Belfast City 
Council and its Development Committee for its agreement to fund 16 plaques in the three years up to March 
2015, and to the Ulster-Scots Agency for funding five plaques. Thanks are also due to the other contributors, 
including a number of individuals. There is a full list of contributors in Appendix 1. 
 
The plaques (in alphabetical order) were for the following - 
 
Dr. R.E.G. Armattoe – Physician, Anthropologist and Writer from West Africa - Londonderry 
Sir Samuel Dill – Classical Scholar, Educationalist and Writer   - Belfast 
Sir Otto Jaffe – Lord Mayor of Belfast 1899 & 1904 and Philanthropist  - Belfast 
Francis Joy – Founder of the Belfast News Letter 1737   - Belfast 
Seán Lester – Last Secretary-General of the League of Nations   - Belfast 
Sir William McArthur – Lord Mayor of London 1880    - Londonderry 
Frank McKelvey – Artist       - Belfast 
Muiris Ó Droighneáin – Teacher, Scholar & Gael    - Belfast 
Isabella Tod – Suffragist and Campaigner of Women’s Rights   - Belfast 
   
Short biographies of the recipients, and photographs of the events, are published on the Circle's website, and in 
Appendix 2. 
 
There is a complete list of plaques in Appendix 5. 
 
Future Programme 
As the year ended, planning was well advanced for 19 new plaques, with funding secured or being sought. 
Another 32 were at earlier planning stages.  
 
Publicity 
Publicity for the Plaque Events is generated by targeted Press Releases to regional and local news media, TV, 
radio and regional and local newspapers. Some of the events have attracted considerable media interest, for 
example Sir William McArthur, Francis Joy, Seán Lester and Isabella Tod. Reports of the McArthur unveiling 
appeared in London Business News and Wetherspoon News.  As well as print news coverage, some events were featured 
on the BBC’s “Good Morning Ulster” and “Newsline” programmes and on “UTV Live”. 
 
Newspaper reports in January that English Heritage was suspending its blue plaque scheme in London for financial 
reasons led to local media interest in the Circle, and broadcasts on BBC Radio Ulster and U105 informed listeners 
that the Circle’s plaque project continues to grow and develop. 
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To mark the thirtieth anniversary of the Circle’s founding by James Hawthorne, an article on the Circle and its 
activities to date was published in the January-February 2013 edition of History Ireland magazine. 
 
Where possible the Circle seeks to identify and involve members of the families or descendants of the person 
being commemorated and all interested are involved in the planning and the unveiling ceremonies. As a 
consequence the events are happy occasions and much appreciated by the families. In the current year there were 
four such family gatherings at the Armattoe, Lester, McKelvey and O’Droighneain plaques. 
 
Membership Attendance 
The Circle met 13 times, including the Annual General Meeting. The record of individual attendance is shown 
below. Mere attendance (travel and work requirements permitting) is not an indication of input (some members 
are unable to travel to the meetings) and members’ contributions in research and support are counted in other 
ways.  During the year two of our members, Linda Greenwood and Wesley McCann resigned and we thank them 
for their contribution to the Circle’s work. We welcomed two new members, Maud Hamill and Dr Myrtle Hill, 
who joined us just as the year was ending.  
 

Name Possible 
attendance 

Actual 
attendance 

Chris Spurr – Chairman  13 12 
Sean Nolan - Secretary 13 11 
Pat Devlin - Treasurer 13 13 
Doreen Corcoran 1 1 
Hugh Odling-Smee 13 2 
Richard Froggatt 13 13 
Maud Hamill  0 0 
Wesley McCann  13 11 
Trevor Parkhill 13 8 
Victor Price 0 0 
Chris Ryder 0 0 
John Dooher 13 2 
Peter Cavan 13 8 
Linda Greenwood 8 7 
Alan Boyd 13 12 
Peter Collins 13 8 

 
Plaque Selection and other activities 
The issues that are involved for the Circle in accepting new plaque nominations are listed in Appendix3, on page 
21.  As a small voluntary body the Circle employs no staff and all the work has to be done in members’ own time. 
As well as erecting plaques, the Circle is involved in a number of related and complementary activities including 
the development and maintenance of the on-line Dictionary of Ulster Biography.  The Circle is also engaged in the 
development and delivery of an Outreach programme involving local historical societies, community and other 
local groups and schools.  On average, we unveil about 14 plaques a year; some years more, some fewer. Each 
one involves a great deal of detailed planning, consultation with many interests and preparation that is very time 
consuming.   
 
Dictionary of Ulster Biography 
In the year to 31 March 2013 the Dictionary attracted almost 20,000 visitors, viewing over 54,000 pages, an 
increase of 6,000 visitors and 10,000 pages on the previous year, from 126 countries. The Dictionary website is 
www.ulsterbiography.co.uk. Almost 3000 visits were from mobile devices (smart phones and tablets). During 
the year, more than 100 additional biographies have been added to the Dictionary.   
 
Celebrating Achievers Project 
This project, grant-aided by the Heritage Lottery Fund, Northern Ireland, received funding of £49,600 and ran 
for five years, 2007-12. It reached a successful conclusion in June 2012, with its aims achieved, and in many cases 
exceeded. In January 2013 a further application was made to the HLF for a similar grant, to enable the Circle to 
continue to extend its activities and its outreach programme. However, this application has proved unsuccessful, 
with the result that in the foreseeable future the Circle’s activities will concentrate on its plaque programme, with 
few additional undertakings.  
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Leaflets 
During the year the Circle continued to provide leaflets about the plaque events themselves. The leaflets are 
produced locally to reduce costs and are for distribution to people attending the event, passers-by, local trades 
people and for display in local libraries, museums etc. 
 
During the year, thanks to generous support from the AE Harvey Trust, the Circle produced a 12-page booklet 
on the Circle’s work which is available for our outreach activities and plaque events. 
 
Outreach Programme 
The Circle aims to involve local historical societies in the planning of unveiling events and engages with them in 
local arrangements and publicity.  The Circle works with the Federation for Ulster Local Studies to provide 
speakers to local societies - 
a. to increase awareness of what we are seeking to do;  
b. to demonstrate how our objective of preserving and widening knowledge of historical personalities, local as 

well as national and international, is fully in tune with the thrust of their own work; and  
c. to encourage local historical societies to greater co-operation with and participation in the Circle’s activities. 
 
To further these objectives, the Circle is included on the Federation’s Register of Speakers which is available on 
its website, providing societies with the opportunity to include a speaker in their seasonal programme of events.  
 
The Circle continues to give talks to a number of organisations, for example local historical societies, Rotary 
Clubs, Business and Professional Women’s Association, University of the Third Age groups, Probus Clubs, 
Church Groups, Luncheon Clubs, Mothers Union etc. 
 
During the year the Circle began work with the Foyle Civic Trust, The Holywell Trust, The Londonderry 
Chamber of Commerce and the North West Regional College to develop a comprehensive approach to the 
development of a blue plaque strategy in the City, particularly aimed at the City of Culture 2013.   
 
The Circle continues to work closely with Libraries NI on areas of mutual interest and broad agreement has been 
reached on a number of areas of co-operation. This includes the use of Libraries for Circle events, and for the 
placement of plaques, which could otherwise not be erected due to the remoteness, or unavailability of  a birth 
house, for example. 
 
Society Website 
The Circle’s web site www.ulsterhistory.co.uk was updated continuously with information about new plaques 
and reports of unveiling events. In the year a major new enhancement involved the mapping of the plaques, 
particularly in Belfast and Londonderry, and linking the plaque locations to each individual biography. In the year 
to 31 March 2013 the site had over 2,000 visitors who accessed over 7,800 pages. 
 
Other Internet developments 
The Circle’s Flickr account holds a complete record of the plaques, with biographical and location information. 
This can be accessed from the Circle’s main website.  
 
Financial Report 
The Circle’s Accounts are in Appendix 1.  
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Fitting the plaque for Francis Joy above that of his grandson, Henry Joy McCracken, at Joy’s Entry, High 
Street, Belfast on 30 October 2012 

[Acknowledgement: Irish News 31 October 2012] 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 2012- 2013 
 
 
Accounts  
 
The Income and Expenditure account for the year is attached.  
 
Financial Resources Received 
 
In addition to the Heritage Lottery Fund grant underpinned the Circle’s activities until mid 2101, the Circle is 
grateful to the following for supporting the Circle’s activities during the year. 
 

From Amount 

AE Harvey Trust     £500.00 

Belfast City Council  £4,800.00 

*Belfast Health & Social Care Trust     £250.00 

Garvan O’Doherty Group, Londonderry     £600.00 

*Glens of Antrim Historical Society     £100.00 

*National Trust     £800.00 

Other donations         £1,244.00 

*Ulster-Scots Agency £4,000.00 

Ulster Teachers’ Union    £600.00 

TOTAL      £12,894.00 

 
* Note: These figures include funding for plaques to be erected during the period April 2013 – March 2014  
 
Financial Code of Practice  
The Code of Practice, adopted by the Circle at its meeting on 5 November 2004, sets out officers' roles and 
responsibilities and the processes of record maintenance, budgetary control, financial reporting, account 
preparation and audit. 
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Circle Chairman, Chris Spurr, discusses the arrangements for unveiling the plaque for Séan Lester with 
Lester’s granddaughter, Chief Justice Mrs Susan Denham, at 164 Ormeau Road, Belfast on 22 

February 2013 
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ULSTER HISTORY CIRCLE 
INCOME & EXPENDITURE 2012-2013 

2012/13 2011/12 2010/11 

Opening Balance at Bank £7,689.38 £17,490.83 £21,144.51 

INCOME 
Grants Received (1) £8,000.00 £12,120.00 £7,850.00 
Other income (2) £3,294.08 £820.00 £2,297.63 

TOTAL RESOURCES £18,983.46 £30,430.83 £10,147.63 
£31,292.14 

EXPENDITURE 
Plaque Manufacture and fitting £6,652.00 £9,226.00 £8,588.78 
Plaque replacement and repair £0.00 £0.00 £184.00 
Bank Charges £36.94 £50.00 £43.67 
Postage £96.51 £262.18 £62.23 
Printing and Stationery (3) £1,219.26 £6,868.46 £1,000.11 
Meeting Expences (4) £847.70 £1,100.30 £735.60 
Travel (5) £478.75 £1,207.85 £291.20 
Audit Fees £600.00 £600.00 £600.00 
Design £0.00 £600.00 £0.00 
Internet Charges (6) £395.96 £16.19 £41.98 
Insurance (7) £70.00 £70.00 £70.00 
Equipment (8) £43.78 £708.31 £703.03 
Membership Fees (7) £30.00 £30.00 £30.00 
Events (9) £152.00 £1,190.47 £672.00 
IT Contract (10) £0.00 £148.80 £166.06 
Other Expenditure £231.98 £692.74 £619.40 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE £10,854.88 £22,771.30 £13,818.06 

Petty Cash 1/4/12 £4.16 
Petty Cash 31/3/13 £26.84 £4.16 £34.01 
Uncleared Cheques £231.92 

Closing Balance at Bank £8,337.82 £7,689.38 £17,490.83 

Notes:  (1) Belfast City Council; Ulster-Scots Agency 
(2) Various donations and talks    

 (3) Includes Annual Report 
 (4) Accommodation and refreshment costs at monthly meetings 
 (5) Visits to service suppliers, potential sites and some launch events 
 (6) Service charges for two websites plus email  

(7) Membership of FULS and PL Insurance Costs 
(8) Digital Voice Recorder; Microphone stand 
(9) Light refreshments at unveiling events 
(10) For design, augmentation and and hosting of Dictionary.  
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 Circle Secretary, Sean Nolan, presents a framed biography of Dr. Armattoe to Garvan 
O’Doherty, owner of 7 Northland Road, Londonderry on which the plaque had been erected, on 

28 September 2012. 

Circle Chairman, Chris Spurr and Secretary, Sean Nolan chat with Belfast Lord Mayor, Gavin 
Robinson, at the unveiling of the plaque to former Lord Mayor Sir Otto Jaffe, at 10 Donegall 

Square South, on 14 January 2013. 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

THE YEAR’S EVENTS 
 

The following pages contain short biographies and descriptions of the people and places honoured with a blue 
plaque in the year under review. Photographs from the events are included. 
 
 

 
        Page 
  

Dr REG Armattoe   9  
Sir Samuel Dill    10 
Sir Otto Jaffe    11 
Francis Joy    12 
Seán Lester    13 
Sir William McArthur   14 
Frank McKelvey    15 
Muiris Ó Droighneáin   16 
Isabella Tod    17 
 
 

Stanley Armattoe, son of Dr. Raphael Ernest Grail Armattoe, talks about his father – 28 September 
2012 at 7 Northland Road, Londonderry 
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Seán Lester’s grandchildren - Patrick Gageby, Chief Justice Mrs Susan Denham, Sally Gageby Berman, 

Walter and Lucy Kilroy with the plaque, 164 Ormeau Road, Belfast, 22 February 2013 
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ARMATTOE, RAPHAEL ERNEST GRAIL (1913 – 1953) | Physician, Anthropologist and Writer 
from West Africa 

 
Raphael Ernest Grail Armattoe was born in August 1913 to a prominent family of the Ewe people in Togoland, West Africa. 
He came to Europe at the age of 17 to continue his education. Armattoe studied in Germany, France and Britain; coming to 
Northern Ireland shortly after receiving a medical qualification in Edinburgh in 1938. Dr Armattoe spent over a decade 
working in Northern Ireland. 
 
Besides practising medicine in Derry, Raphael Armattoe made a unique contribution to the intellectual life of the city. He 
gave talks on a variety of subjects, mainly medical and anthropological, to diverse groups such as the Great James' Street 
Women's Guild, the Amateur Radio Club and the St John's Ambulance Society. He wrote articles for the Londonderry Sentinel 
as well as for academic journals such as Man, Nature and African Affairs 
 
From his base at Northland Road, Armattoe wrote a book 
on The Golden Age Of West African Civilisation (published in 
1946) and issued numerous pamphlets. He also found time 
to give lectures and make presentations in Dublin and 
London and further afield. Most notably, Dr Armattoe was 
a speaker at the 1945 Pan-African Congress in Manchester, 
England and the Scientific and Cultural Conference for 
World Peace in New York in 1949. At both of these major 
conferences, Dr Armattoe called for independence of the 
African colonies. It is a sign of the esteem in which 
Armattoe was held that members both of Stormont and Dáil 
Eireann as well as three Westminster Members of 
Parliament nominated the doctor for the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1949. 
 
In 1948 Dr. Armattoe received a grant from the Wenner 
Gren Foundation for anthropology research. The grant 
allowed him to return to West Africa for the first time in 
eighteen years. Dr Armattoe returned to Derry half a year 
later to write up his reports. Most of the papers published as 
a result of this research trip were studies of Ewe physical 
anthropology, especially charting the distribution of blood 
groups, a field of study that was just emerging at the time. 
Armattoe also brought many botanical specimens back to Ireland with him, intending to study their curative properties. 
Towards the end of 1950 Armattoe and his family settled in Kumasi, in what is now Ghana, where he set up a medical clinic 
and research centre. Dr Armattoe now embarked on new adventures in poetry and politics. His two books of poetry, Between 
The Forest And The Sea and Deep Down In The Black Man's Mind, are of continuing interest to students of African literature. 
 
After the First World War, the former German colony of Togoland was divided into two mandates, one under French and 
the other under British rule. As the Togoland mandates and the Gold Coast colony were moving towards independence, 
Armattoe called for British and French Togoland to be reunited as a single country, rather than British Togoland becoming 
part of Ghana, as it eventually did become. Armattoe became active in both the pre-independence Ghana Congress Party, in 
opposition to Kwame Nkrumah; and the Joint Togoland Congress. Dr Armattoe travelled to New York in 1953 to address a 
United Nations commission on the 'Eweland question' and Togoland unification. On his way back to Kumasi, he visited the 
British Isles and Germany. Taken sick en route, Armattoe was treated in hospital in Hamburg, where he died on 21 
December 1953. 
 
Location of plaque: 7 Northland Road, Londonderry 
 
Date of unveiling: 28 September 2012 

From left: Carol O'Doherty, Alfred Abolarin, Philippa 
Robinson, Mark Durkan MP, Mayor Kevin Campbell, 
Simon Adeyinka, Sean Nolan, Stanley Armattoe, Esperanca 
Morier-Genoud, Garvan O'Doherty 
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DILL, SIR SAMUEL (1884-1924)| Classical Scholar, Educationalist and Writer 

 
Samuel Dill was born on 26 March 1844 at Hillsborough, Co. Down, the eldest son of the Revd Samuel 
Marcus Dill DD, Presbyterian minister of Hillsborough. 
 

Dill was educated at the Royal Belfast Academical Institution and 
the Queen's College Belfast, where he took his degree in arts in 
1864. In Lincoln College, Oxford, he obtained firsts in classical 
moderations (1867) and in literae humaniores (1869). In 1869 he 
was elected fellow and tutor of Corpus Christi College, Oxford. 
Later he became librarian and dean of the college, and was made 
an honorary fellow in 1903. In 1877 he was appointed High 
Master of Manchester Grammar School. During his time there the 
school was reorganised; new buildings were erected and school 
societies developed. His liberal conception of education is 
illustrated by his development of the teaching of modern subjects, 
and by the connection that he established between the school and 
working boys' clubs. He attached particular importance to 
developing the corporate life of the school outside the classroom. 
 

In 1890 Dill returned to the Queen's College 
as professor of Greek. As a member of the 
Belfast University Commission, he took a 
large share in transforming the college into a 
university in 1909. He was chairman of the 
viceregal committee of inquiry into primary 
education (1913-14). He influenced Irish 
education by his work as a member, and later 
as chairman, of the intermediate Board of 
Education. He received a knighthood from 
the Liberal government in 1909 for his 
services to education. In 1898 Dill published 
Roman Society in the Last Century of the Western 
Empire, which was followed in 1904 by Roman 
Society from Nero to Marcus Aurelius. His Roman Society in Gaul in the Merovingian Age was edited and 
published posthumously in 1926 by his son-in-law, the Revd C. B. Armstrong. These books are less 
histories of a period than studies of the life of societies in dissolution or in spiritual crisis or decay, and 
reveal his moral and religious sympathies. 
 
In 1924 Dill received the honorary degrees of LittD from the University of Dublin, and of LLD from 
Edinburgh and St Andrews. Dill died at Montpelier, Malone Road, Belfast, on 26 May of that year. 
 
Location of plaque: 94 Malone Road, Belfast  
 
Date of unveiling: 15 June 2012 

Diane Nugent, president Ulster 
Teachers Union, unveiling the plaque 
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JAFFE, SIR OTTO (1846-1929) | Lord Mayor of Belfast 1899 & 1904 and Philanthropist 

 
Otto Jaffe was born in Hamburg in 1846, the third son of Daniel Jaffe. He came to Belfast at the age of 6 and at 16 
he entered the family business, Jaffe Brothers Linen Merchants, also known as Strand Spinning, which provided 
work for about 350 local people, rising to 650 in 1914 when the company expanded to make munitions. Otto was 
educated in Belfast, Hamburg, and Switzerland. After carrying on business in New York from 1865 to 1877, he 
became chief director of the Belfast firm. 
 
He was elected a City Councillor for St Anne's Ward in 1894 and became the city's first Lord Mayor in 1899, 
being knighted in March of the following year. He served as High Sheriff and was re-elected Lord Mayor in 1904. 
 
Sir Otto was well known throughout his public life in Belfast for his generosity of both time and money. During 
his first term as Lord Mayor he and the Lady Mayoress raised £10,000 for the dependants of soldiers and sailors 
serving in the Boer War. He contributed £1,000 to the original building fund for the Royal Victoria Hospital 
where he was Governor, 
 
In 1905 Sir Otto gave £4,000 
to the fund for better 
equipment for Queen's 
College (now university). He 
was an active member of the 
committee that got the Public 
Libraries Act extended to 
Belfast, leading to the first 
free library being established. 
 
As President of the Belfast 
congregation he made a huge 
contribution to the 
consolidation of the province's 
Jewish population, providing 
most of the funds for the new 
synagogue in Annesley Street, 
Carlisle Circus, in 1904. He had a deep interest in education and funded the Jaffe Public Elementary School at the 
corner of Cliftonville and Antrim Road in 1907, which, by his stipulation, was not exclusively Jewish, either in its 
management, staffing or pupils. He was a justice of the peace, a member of the Harbour Board and the German 
Consul. 
 
In 1915, after 25 years service in Belfast and despite his naturalisation as a British citizen in 1888, and the service 
of his son Daniel in the British army, Sir Otto was forced to move to England as a result of the intimidation of the 
family during the war due to their German roots. Sir Otto died and was cremated in London in April 1929. His 
wife dies in August of the same year. 
 
Location of plaque: 10 Donegall Square South (on Linenhall Street frontage), Belfast. 
 
Date of unveiling: 14 January 2013 
 

Members of the Hebrew Congregation with Lord Mayor Gavin Robinson 
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JOY, FRANCIS (1697-1790)| Founder of the Belfast News Letter 1737 

 
Francis Joy was born on 3 August 1697, probably in Killead, Co Antrim. Family legend suggests that he was 
descended from Captain Thomas Joy, a follower of Sir Arthur Chichester. 
 

In 1737 Francis founded the 
Belfast News Letter after 
apparently receiving a printing 
press in lieu of a bad debt. Of all 
English language daily papers in 
publication today, the Belfast 
News Letter is thought to be the 
oldest continuously published title 
in the world. 2012 marks the 
275th year of publication. 
 
The earliest extant issue is No. 
113 for 3 October 1738, printed 
by Joy "At the sign of the Peacock 
in Bridge Street". A copy of this 
early edition is in the Linen Hall 
Library in Belfast. Joy had moved 
to the Peacock premises in 1737 and 
remained there until 1746. Joy’s Entry 
is named after Francis Joy, and is the 
place where he had a warehouse, near to the site of the paper’s first 
publication. 
 

Faced with a shortage of paper, Joy developed the family 
business to include papermaking, first in Ballymena and then in 
1745 at Randalstown, where he installed a larger mill. He 
married Margaret, daughter of Robert Martin of Belfast, and had 
at least two sons: Henry Joy (1719/20-1789) and Robert Joy 
(1722-1785). Joy twice petitioned the Irish House of Commons 
for assistance in his paper making, eventually being granted 
£200, a considerable sum, in 1749. By now, however, his sons 
Henry and Robert were running the printing business, having 
taken charge of the Belfast News Letter in 1745. 
 
Henry and Robert predeceased their father, with the Belfast 
News Letter being passed to Henry, Robert's son. On 15 May 
1795 the paper was sold to a Scotsman named George Gordon. 
 
Francis Joy died in Randalstown on 10 June 1790. 
 
Location of plaque: Joy’s Entry, High Street, Belfast 
 
Date of Unveiling: 30 October 2012 

Grandfather and grandson 

News Letter Editor Rankin 
Armstrong unveils the plaque 

Jean Long, Managing Director, Johnston 
Press, with former News Letter editors (L-R) 
Darwin Templeton, Austin Hunter and John 
Trew, and current editor, Rankin Armstrong. 
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LESTER, SEÁN (1888-1959)| Secretary-General of the League of Nations 1940-1947 
 

Seán Lester was born in Carrickfergus, Co Antrim, in 1888, and his family moved to Belfast when his father opened a grocery 
business on the Ormeau Road. After attending Methodist College, in 1905 he started work as a journalist on the North Down 
Herald in Bangor. It was around this time he changed his first name from John to Seán, in line with his nationalist beliefs. He 
joined the Gaelic League and the Irish Republican Brotherhood, and then Sinn Féin, and always considered that nationalism 
was not for Irish Catholics alone. 

Seán Lester next worked on newspapers in Dublin, including the Freeman's Journal. In 1920 he married Elizabeth Tyrrell, 
daughter of a Belfast alderman, and they had three daughters. After becoming Director of Publicity for the Department of 
External Affairs of the Irish Free State, in 1929, in a move that shaped his future career, Lester was appointed Ireland's 
permanent representative at the League of Nations in Geneva. He played a central role in his country's election to the 
League's council, and subsequently chaired committees for international conflict resolution. 

Seconded to the service of the League, in 1934 Lester became High 
Commissioner in the League-controlled Free city of Danzig (Gdansk). 
He attempted a compromise between the German and Polish 
populations, and worked hard to protect the city against Nazism. 
When he protested against the oppression of non-Germans by the 
Nazi-controlled City Assembly, Lester became the subject of a harsh 
intimidation campaign. He resigned in 1937 and returned to Geneva. 
His courageous stance in Danzig is remembered in Poland still. 

Lester was made deputy Secretary-General of the League, but its 
power was greatly weakened by political upheaval. After the outbreak 
of war in 1939, the French Secretary-General Joseph Avenol wanted 
to capitulate with the axis forces that he saw as the eventual victors. 
Lester and he clashed, and Avenol resigned. Seán Lester became 
acting Secretary-General in September 1940, but it was a thankless 
task. Lester considered that keeping the League going until the post-
war period was the hardest time of his life. He was under considerable 
strain at work and was separated from his family in Ireland. In April 
1946 he presided over the final assembly of the League, working on 
its administrative liquidation until August 1947, when he left Geneva. 
He was retrospectively made Secretary-General of the League from 
1940-1947. 

Seán Lester retired to Connemara to fish and garden. He received an 
honorary doctorate from Trinity College, Dublin in 1947 and another 
from the National University of Ireland in 1948. For his distinguished 
service in maintaining the League through the war, in 1945 he 
received the Woodrow Wilson Foundation award. Although the League of Nations failed in its ambition to prevent further 
world conflict, in his work for the League Seán Lester embodied the best ideals of international co-operation. He died in 
hospital in Galway on 13 June 1959, and is buried at Christ Church in Clifden. 

Location of plaque: 164 Ormeau Road, Belfast 

Date of unveiling: 22 February 2013 

 Chief Justice Mrs Susan Denham, Lester’s 
granddaughter, speaks about her 
grandfather
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McARTHUR, SIR WILLIAM (1809-1887)| Lord Mayor of London and Founding President, London 
Chamber of Commerce 1881 

 

William McArthur was born at Malin, in the barony of Inishowen, Co. Donegal, on 6 July 1809. His father was a 
poor Scots-Irish farmer, and itinerant Wesleyan preacher. William attended school at Stranorlar in Donegal, and 
Newtownstewart in Tyrone, and aged 12 he was apprenticed in 1821 to Hugh Copeland, a woollen draper in 
Enniskillen, and then moved in 1825 to Lurgan, where for £45 per annum he kept accounts and travelled for  
William Johnstone, a manufacturing tobacconist and spirit merchant. In 1831, with Joseph Cather, he started a 
woollen export business in the Diamond in Londonderry on his own account. When Cather emigrated in 1835, 
the partnership was dissolved, and McArthur continued the business alone. In 1841 he became a member of the 
town council, and that same year his younger brother Alexander went to Australia for his health. William sent his 
firm's woollen goods to his brother, who began to operate as an import-export merchant in Sydney. The gold 
rush increased demand for woollens; Alexander opened branches in 
various parts of Australia, and the McArthur brothers became 
wealthy. In 1857 William transferred the headquarters of the firm to 
London, and settled in Brixton Hill. By the mid-1860s the brothers 
had extended their activities into banking and insurance. 

In July 1865 McArthur unsuccessfully contested the parliamentary 
seat of Pontefract in the Liberal interest. In 1868 he was elected 
junior member for Lambeth, and continued to represent that 
constituency until the dissolution in 1885. His staunch Methodism 
informed his politics, and he led the movement in favour of the 
annexation of Fiji, where there was a strong Methodist missionary 
presence, meeting strenuous opposition from Gladstone, but 
achieving his aim in 1874 through Disraeli. In 1878-9 he toured the 
world, being warmly welcomed in Australia. Apart from colonial 
affairs, McArthur mainly devoted his attention in the House of 
Commons to educational or Irish questions. In the 1885 election he 
stood for Newington West and was defeated. In 1886 he became a 
liberal unionist. 

William McArthur became Sheriff of London in 1867, an alderman 
in 1872 and Lord Mayor in 1880. Throughout his mayoralty he 
showed an active interest in colonial matters and in religious 
enterprises, setting a pious tone by forbidding wine, card playing and dancing at the Mansion House. He was one 
of the founders of the London Chamber of Commerce in 1881, and its first President. On 17 November 1882 he 
was made KCMG. He was always generous towards Methodist causes, including contributing to the establishment 
of Methodist College in Belfast, and laying its foundation stone in 1865. 

McArthur died from heart failure on the London Underground on 16 November 1887 when travelling to a City 
board meeting. He left a fortune of almost half a million pounds, bequeathing over £150,000 to Methodist 
charities. He is buried in Norwood cemetery. 

Location of Plaque: 23-24 The Diamond, Londonderry 

Date of unveiling: 26 April 2012 

Chairman Chris Spurr discussing the 
plaque with Willie Walsh who 

unveiled it 
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McKELVEY, FRANK (1895-1974)| Artist 

Frank McKelvey was born on 3 June 1895 at 11 Glenvale Street, Belfast. After attending Mayo Street National 
School, he became an apprentice lithographer and poster designer at David Allen & Sons. He then entered the 
Belfast College of Art, where in 1911- 12 he won the Sir Charles Brett Prize, and in 1913-14 the Fitzpatrick 
Prize, both for figure drawing from life. 

Frank's father, William, was a painting contractor, and in his early years Frank worked from his father's premises 
on the Woodvale Road. He first exhibited at the Royal Hibernian Academy in 1918 and his landscape painting 
won him immediate recognition in Dublin. He continued exhibiting at the R.H.A. every year for the next fifty-
five years, showing from three to eight works each time. 

McKelvey became a full-time painter of landscapes and portraits, opening his first studio at 142 Royal Avenue 
around 1919, next to that of artist J.W. Carey (1859-1937) and exhibiting mostly in Belfast, Dublin and 
Glasgow. His landscape paintings are typically of farm scenes in Co Armagh, the North Coast, and later in Co 
Donegal. Thomas McGowan commissioned him, together with other local artists, to paint pictures of old Belfast, 
and this collection is in the Ulster 
Museum. As a member of the RHA, he 
exhibited in Belfast, Dublin and 
Londonderry, and in 1936 had a one-
man show where three of his landscapes 
were purchased as a wedding present for 
Queen Juliana of the Netherlands by 
Dutch people living in Ireland.  

McKelvey also painted many portraits, 
amongst them the mathematician and 
physicist Sir Joseph Larmor; the Lord 
Mayor of Belfast, Sir Martin Wallace; Sir 
William Whitla; the 3rd Duke of 
Abercorn and Professor Sir William 
Thomson. Thirteen of his large-scale 
portrait drawings of U.S. Presidents 
with Ulster lineage were presented to 
the Belfast Museum & Art Gallery in 
1931. He also illustrated Margaret 
Holland's book My Winter of Content under 
Indian Skies. 

His work can now be found in the Royal Collection at The Hague and in many places in Ireland including the 
Crawford Gallery, Cork; Queen's University, Belfast; the Ulster Museum and the Masonic Hall in Dublin. In 
London the National Maritime Museum houses one of his paintings depicting an Aran Island currach. 

Frank McKelvey died on 30 June 1974 in Belfast. 

Location of plaque: 56 Woodvale Road, Belfast 

Date of unveiling: 30 November 2012 

Relatives of Frank McKelvey: From left: Lilian Kennedy, Trevor 
Kennedy, Ann McKelvey, Colin Kennedy, Sara Whiteside, Andrew 

Whiteside, Conor Whiteside and Emma Whiteside 
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Ó DROIGHNEÁIN, MUIRIS (1911-1979)| Teacher, Scholar and Gael 

 

Muiris Ó Droighneáin was born on 12 November 1901 in Newtownshandrum, An Ráth, County Cork. He was a teacher of 
Irish in St Malachy's College, Belfast. During his career, he became an expert in the field of Irish grammar, and was renowned 
for ensuring that publications used a standardised form of Irish (An Caighdeán Oifigiúil). He married Róisín Ni Mhurchú in 
1944 and had two daughters and a son. 

Ó Droighneáin was educated in University College Cork where he graduated in 1927 with his BA, taking honours in Irish and 
English. In 1928/29, he was awarded his MA which he completed under Torna (Tadhg Ó Donnchadh), Professor of Irish in 
UCC. It proved to be a seminal piece of research into the history of Irish language literature and was published in 1936 under 
the title Taighde i gcomhair stair litridheachta na Nua-Ghaedhilge ó 1882 anuas. 

Many notable Irish scholars passed through the doors of Ó Droighneáin's class in St Malachy's. In 1944, Professor Proinsias 
Mac Cana (Dublin Institute of Advanced Studies and other universities) achieved the highest mark in Irish ever awarded in 
Northern Ireland. Other pupils included Professor Emeritus Gearóid Stockman (Queen's University Belfast). 

One of the first obstacles he encountered in his teaching career in Belfast was the difficulty in teaching Irish to Northern 
students using his Munster dialect, so he resolved to learn Ulster Irish and spent months in the Donegal Gaeltacht. From then 
on he was a strong supporter of Ulster Irish and when An Caighdeán Oifigiúil was being formulated by Rannóg an Aistriúcháin 
in the 1950s, Ó Droighneáin sat on a sub-committee, An Fo-Choiste Gramadaí, which was especially established to ensure 
that particular nuances of the Ulster dialect would be protected in the standardised form of Irish.  

Ó Droighneáin put his exact knowledge of Irish grammar and An 
Caighdeán Oifigiúil to good use with the publication of Nótaí 
Gaeilge, an instructional booklet for English speakers on the basics 
of Irish grammar. Closely related to An Caighdeán Oifigiúil was the 
production of English/Irish and Irish/English dictionaries. 

One of Ó Droighneáin's other great interests was the correct form 
of Irish surnames, and one of his lasting achievements was the 
publication of An Sloinnteoir Gaeilge agus An tAinmneoir in 1966. 
Many people corresponded with him about surnames, some 
suggesting amendments or additions, others sharing their wealth 
of knowledge such as Éamonn MacGiollaIasachta (Edward 
MacLysaght), author of A Guide to Irish Surnames. 

Ó Droighneáin had a lifelong interest in the production and 
translation of religious texts into Irish, such as the Bible or the 
liturgy of the Mass, and he corresponded on such matters with An 
tAthair Pádraig Ó Fiannachta and An Cairdinéil Tomás Ó Fiaich. 

The scope of Ó Droighneáin's work in the world of Irish grammar can be seen in the monthly articles he wrote for An tUltach, 
the journal of Comhltas Uladh of Conradh na Gaeilge, between 1933 and 1979. An index to An tUltach lists approximately 
400 articles under his name. 

Ó Droighneáin died on 28 June 1979. 

Location of plaque: 49 Glen Road, Belfast 

Date of unveiling: 1 September 2012 

The extended Ó Droighneáin family 
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TOD, ISABELLA (1836-1896)| Suffragist and Campaigner for Women’s Rights 

Isabella Tod was born in Edinburgh on 18 May 1836. By 1860 she was living in Belfast. She was educated at home, apparently 
by her mother, who had a profound influence on her life. By the 1860s she was living in Belfast with her mother, who died in 
1877. Tod was always proud of her Scottish blood and frequently alluded to the fact that one of her ancestors signed the copy 
of the Solemn League and Covenant at Holywood, Co. Down, in 1646. 

For a period Tod earned her living by writing leaders for the Belfast newspaper the Northern Whig. She was a contributor to 
the Dublin University Magazine and The Banner of Ulster. 

A life-long advocate of temperance, in 1874 she and Margaret Byers formed the Belfast Women's Temperance Association. 
She was a consistent advocate of access to secondary and tertiary education for girls. The Ladies' Collegiate School Belfast 
(1859), the Queen's Institute Dublin (1861), Alexandra College Dublin (1866), and the Belfast Ladies' Institute (1867) owe 
their existence to Tod's campaigns. In her publication On the Education of Girls of the Middle Classes (1874), she called for 
practical education along the lines provided by the Belfast Ladies' Institute, which she had helped establish in 1867, to enable 
middle class women to earn a living. She pressured government to include girls within the terms of the Intermediate 
Education act of 1878. 

In 1871 Tod organised the first suffrage society in the 
country, the North of Ireland Women's Suffrage 
Committee, and her speeches were widely reported in 
the suffrage journals and daily newspapers in both 
Ireland and England. She shared platforms with, and 
was a friend of, many of the leading English suffragists. 
In February 1872 Tod embarked on the first Irish 
campaign to secure the vote for women, addressing 
meetings at Belfast, Carrickfergus, Coleraine and 
Londonderry. On 21 February she addressed a meeting 
in Dublin which resulted in the establishment of a 
suffrage committee which evolved into the Dublin 
Women's Suffrage Society. In 1873 she formed the 
North of Ireland Women's Suffrage Society. She 
addressed meetings in London, Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, and visited London annually during the 
parliamentary session to lobby politicians. 

She was a Liberal in politics but capable of co-
operating very effectively, if circumstances required it, with Conservative politicians. Prime Minister Gladstone's conversion 
to Irish Home Rule split the Liberal Party, produced realignment in British politics, and sundered many old friendships. This 
too was Isabella Tod's experience; old friends and fellow campaigners became political opponents. She organised a Liberal 
Women's Unionist Association in Belfast and spoke on platforms in Devon, Cornwall, and London. She argued that: “Home 
Rule would destroy Ireland's economic base, not only would there be a withdrawal of capital... many skilled artisans would 
come over to England which would not tend to raise wages”. She worked tirelessly as a publicist and was the only woman 
member of the executive committee of the Ulster Women's Liberal Unionist Association in 1888. 

The last few years of Tod's life were dogged by bad health. By this time, her work was much appreciated by many individuals 
in both England and Ireland. In 1884 she was presented with a testimonial of £1,000 contributed mainly by her “English 
fellow workers in various philanthropies”. She died at her home in Botanic Avenue, Belfast on 8 December 1896. 

Isabella Tod is regarded as the most prominent feminist in nineteenth century Ireland. 

Location of plaque: 99 Botanic Avenue, Belfast 

Date of Unveiling: 8 March 2013 

Baroness May Blood with Dr Heloise Brown and Dr 
Myrtle Hill 
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Senior pupils from Victoria College, Orlaith Sonner, Maddie McCavera and Charlotte Hillan with 
Baroness May Blood at the blue plaque for Isabella Tod at 99 Botanic Avenue, Belfast on 8 March 

2013 

Diane Nugent, President of the Ulster Teacher’s Union, speaking at the blue plaque event for Sir 
Samuel Dill at UTU Headquarters, 94 Malone Road, Belfast, on 15 June 2012 
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Professor Emeritus Gearoid Stockman speaks about Muiris Ó Droighneáin at Culturlann McAdam 
O Fiaich, Falls Road, 1 September 2012 

Francis Joy plaque: After the unveiling Alan Boyd of the Ulster History Circle chats to Baroness 
Paisley and Lord Bannside, News Letter Offices, 30 October 2012 
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Frank McKelvey plaque: Dr Brian Kennedy, Alderman William Humphrey MLA, Cllr Naomi Thompson, 
Frank McAllister (owner premises) and Alderman Christopher Stelford- 56 Woodvale Road, Belfast, 30 

November 2012 

Chris Spurr presents a framed biography of Sir Otto Jaffe to Brenda Owens, of 10 Square Hotel, 10 
Donegall Square South, Belfast, 14 January 2013 
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 APPENDIX 3 

Ulster History Circle blue plaque scheme 

How the Scheme works 
The Circle receives many nominations for blue plaques each year. The Circle broadly follows selection criteria 
similar to those devised by the Royal Society of Arts in the 1860s when the first plaque scheme was established, 
which were then used by the London County Council and its successors and which still inform its successor, 
English Heritage. Thus, the potential recipient of an Ulster History Circle plaque must - 
 

• be dead for at least 20 years or, if less, have passed the centenary of his or her birth;  
• be associated with the province of Ulster through birth, education, work or vocation and 
• have made a significant contribution to the development or delivery of education, industry, commerce, 

science, arts and literature, politics, international affairs or other calling, in Ulster or anywhere in the 
world.  

 
Proposals are considered for the commemoration of sites of special historical interest. Currently, there are three 
of these; the site of the 18th Century French Huguenot Church in Lisburn, Kelly’s Cellars in Bank Street, Belfast 
and the site of the Maritime Hotel in College Square North in Belfast. 

 
A candidate who has already been publicly acknowledged, in Ulster, by way of an existing memorial for example a 
statue, plaque, named building or thoroughfare will normally not be accepted for a blue plaque.  
 
The Circle considers all suggestions received that meet the basic criteria. Where accepted for selection, detailed 
research is carried out into the surviving addresses of candidates using sources such as biographies, street and 
electoral registers, and census and valuation records.  
 
Generally, only one plaque is allowed per person, so the building on which the plaque is to be placed has to be 
chosen very carefully. Where the candidate was born in Ulster, the Circle will seek to erect the plaque on the 
birth house, or any suitable replacement building on the same site. Where there is no suitable replacement, where 
it is in an inaccessible location or where the place of birth cannot be traced, an alternative building, in which the 
candidate was educated, lived or worked, will be selected. In suitable cases, the site of a benefaction, for example 
Magee College, Londonderry can be used. In some appropriate cases the plaque can be erected on a public 
building such as a Library in the area where the person was born or lived if the original building is too remote 
from public view or has been demolished or replaced by an inappropriate structure, for example a car park. 
Where the candidate was born outside Ulster, the most suitable place, of education, residence or work will be 
selected.  
 
Except in rare cases, plaques must be visible from the public highway.   
 
Before a plaque can be erected, the owners of the building in question have to give their consent. Where listed 
buildings are involved, there are extra permissions to be considered and obtained. Where permission is granted, 
the plaque is produced and fixed to the building. The cost of plaque design, manufacture and installation is borne 
entirely by the Ulster History Circle from the grants and contributions paid.  
 
Unveiling ceremonies are always held. These occasions, where possible attended by descendants, friends, relatives 
and colleagues of the person being commemorated, are often memorable, emotional events.  
 
The presence of a plaque does not afford a building any statutory protection; it has, for example, no connection 
with listing. Plaques that have been removed in the course of redevelopment or renovation are recovered and 
replaced later in the same or an alternative location. 
 
The Process 
In all, it can take up to a year from the initial suggestion to the erection of a plaque. The process is lengthy because 
of the number of steps or stages that are required, some of which can be time consuming or be delayed for a 
number of reasons.  
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The steps involved are: 

• acceptance into the Forward Programme,  
• assigning a Circle member who will be responsible for progressing it,  
• acquiring financial support in full, 
• discovering and compiling historical material, 
• searching for and selecting of the most appropriate location,  
• tracing records and relatives,  
• obtaining permissions,  
• identifying and consulting interested people and organisations, 
• reaching agreement on plaque design, wording and size,  
• preparing invitations lists and invitations, press notices and promotional material,  
• organising the unveiling event:  
• commissioning the plaque,  
• identifying the speakers and the running order at the unveiling,  
• organising the PA system and audio/visual material as required,  
• arranging for photographs and organising refreshments and, finally,  
• updating the website and the Dictionary of Ulster Biography.   

 
Afterwards 
The plaque remains the property of the Circle so it is not abandoned once it has been erected. There is always the 
possibility that it may be vandalised or damaged in some way; the building it is on might be demolished or a new 
owner might not want the plaque to remain. For a voluntary organisation it is not feasible to do a physical check 
on all of the plaques and we depend on the building owner/occupier to alert the Circle of any such event. To help 
with this the Circle presents the owner/occupier with two laminated plates that can be framed. One is a short 
biography of the plaque subject, with images of the person, the building and the plaque; the second is some advice 
on maintaining the plaque and who to contact in the event of any damage etc. – as shown here. 
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APPENDIX 4 
 

CONSTITUTION 
 (As amended by AGM 11 May 2007) 

 
1. Title 
 

The name of the Circle is The Ulster History Circle (hereinafter called the Circle). 
 
2. Aims 
 

The aims of the Circle are  
 
i. to erect commemorative plaques in public places in honour of men and women who have made 

significant contributions to the advancement of ideas and particularly in such fields as the arts and 
sciences, industry, religion or sport;   

 
ii. to expand public knowledge of oft-neglected aspects of our history and to increase, through visible 

and permanent plaques, public awareness of cultural and historical strengths; and  
 
iii. to co-operate with other historical and architectural groups with a view to promoting interest in the 

study of our history. 

3. Membership 
 

The Circle is non-political and non-sectarian. Membership shall be open to all who subscribe to its aims, 
are admitted to membership by the Circle, and who pay the membership fee.  

 
4. Meetings 
 

i. The Circle will meet at least eight times a year.  
 
ii. Notification of meetings of the Circle, specifying the business to be transacted, shall be transmitted 

by post, or email, to all members seven clear days before the said meeting.  
 

iii. All meetings of the Circle shall be called by the Secretary or Chairman or by such other of its 
members as the Circle may decide. 

 
iv. The meeting in May will be deemed the Annual Meeting. The business of the Annual Meeting shall 

include presentation of the minutes of the previous annual meeting, reception of the report for the 
previous year and the audited accounts of the Circle; agreeing the annual subscription; election of 
Officers and the appointment of the honorary auditor. 

v. In the absence of the Chairman, the Annual Meeting shall be chaired by such other member as may 
be temporarily elected by those present. 

 
vi. At any meeting each member shall have one vote, except that in the event of a tie, the chairman of 

the meeting shall have a casting vote. 
 

vii. The quorum for any meeting shall be five. 
 

viii. In any matter of the interpretation of the constitution the decision of the Chairman shall be final.  
 

ix. If any member fails to attend three consecutive meetings without apology, or alternatively at least 
six meetings in a twelve-month period, it will be open to the Circle, entirely at its discretion, to 
terminate that individual’s membership without further explanation. 
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 5. Officers 
 

The Officers of the Circle shall be the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. With the exception of the 
Chairman, one person may undertake both of the other Offices. 

  
 6.  Finance 

i. The Treasurer shall keep a full record of the income and expenditure, and the assets of the Circle. 
The accounts of the Circle shall be audited annually and presented to the members at the Annual 
Meeting.  

ii. If upon the winding up or dissolution of the Circle there remains, after the satisfaction of all its 
debts and liabilities, including the repayment of any unspent grants or donations given for the 
erection of specific plaques or other Circle activities, any property or assets whatsoever, the same 
shall not be paid to or distributed among the members of the Circle, but shall be given to or 
transferred to some other charitable institution or institutions having objects similar to the objects 
of the Circle, and which similarly prohibits the distribution of its or their income or property 
among its or their members, such institution or institutions to be determined by the Circle 
members within three months of the resolution passed initiating the winding-up, failing which, and 
if and so far as effect cannot be given to such provision, then to such other charitable objects as the 
Circle shall decide. 

7.  Amendment to the Constitution 

i. Amendments to the constitution may only be made at an Annual Meeting, provided that notice  of 
motion to propose any such amendment has been given in writing to the Secretary at least fourteen 
days before the date of the meeting. 

 
ii. No amendment shall be made to the constitution of the Circle unless approved by two-thirds of the 

members present and entitled to vote. 
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APPENDIX 5 
 

COMPLETE LIST OF PLAQUES 
 

Alexander, Cecil Frances- Londonderry 
Andrews, Thomas - Belfast 
Annesley, Lady Mabel – Castlewellan 
Armattoe, Dr REG - Londonderry 
Bambrick, Joe - Belfast 
Beckett, Samuel - Enniskillen 
Bell, Sam Hanna – Belfast 
Berkeley, Bishop George - Londonderry 
Bigger, Francis Joesph - Mallusk 
Black, Dr Samuel - Newry 
Bland, Lilian – Carnmoney 
Bridle, Kathleen – Enniskillen 
Brown, E. Godfrey - Holywood 
Bunting, Edward - Belfast 
Byers, Margaret - Belfast 
Cambridge VC, Daniel - Carrickfergus 
Campbell, Joseph - Belfast 
Carey, Joseph William - Belfast 
Carmichael, Amy - Belfast & Millisle 
Cary, Joyce - Londonderry 
Chesney, Francis, Rawdon - Ballymartin, Co. Down 
Clarke (nee Crilley), Margaret - Newry 
Coey, Sir Edward - Newtownabbey 
Conor, William – Belfast 
Copley, Clara (Ma) - Belfast 
Coyle, Kathleen - Londonderry 
Craig, James Humbert - Cushendun 
Crichton VC, James Bell - Carrickfergus 
Crolly, William - Downpatrick 
Daly, Fred – Coleraine 
Deeny, Dr James - Lurgan 
De Wind VC, Edmund - Comber 
Dickson, George - Newtownards 
Dickson, William Steele - Portaferry 
Dill, Field Marshall Sir John – Lurgan 
Dill, Sir Samuel - Belfast 
Dillon, Gerard – Belfast 
Donnell, Ezekiel - Strabane 
Drennan, William - Belfast 
Dunlop, John Boyd - Belfast 
Eaton, Timothy - Ballymena 
English VC, Lt. Col. William John - Belfast 
Evans, E. Estyn - Belfast 
Ewald, Clara - Belfast 
Farquhar, George - Londonderry 
Ferguson, Henry George (Harry) – Belfast 
Ferguson, Sir Samuel - Belfast 
Foster, Vere Henry Lewis – Belfast 
Geddes, Wilhelmina - Belfast 
Gibson, William - Dromore, Co Down 
Gilmore, Joseph (Joe) - Ardglass 
Grand, Sarah - Donaghadee 
Green, William Alfred - Belfast 

Guthrie, Sir Tyrone – Belfast 
Harding, Morris - Holywood 
Henry, Paul - Belfast 
Henry, Robert Mitchell - Belfast 
Hewitt, John Harold - Belfast 
Herzog, Chaim – Belfast 
Hucheson, Francis - Saintfield 
Hugenot Community - Lisburn 
Hughes, Barney - Belfast 
Hunter, Mercy – Belfast 
Hurst, Brian Desmond – Belfast 
Jaffe, Sir Otto - Belfast 
Johnston, James – Belfast 
Joy, Francis - Belfast 
Irvine, Alexander - Antrim 
Kelly, Sir Samuel - Belfast 
Kelvin (Lord), of Largs - Belfast 
King, John - Moy, Co Tyrone 
Lanyon, Sir Charles - Belfast 
Larmor, Sir Joseph - Belfast 
Larkin, Philip - Belfast 
Lavery, Sir John – Belfast 
Lawrence, Sir Henry – Londonderry 
Lester, Sean - Belfast 
Lever, Charles - Portstewart 
Lewis, Clive Staples - Belfast  
Lucas VC, Charles Davis - Poyntzpass 
Luke, John - Belfast 
Lynd, Robert - Belfast  
McAdam, Robert Shipboy - Belfast 
Mac Aingil, Aodh - Downpatrick  
McArthur, Kennedy Kane – Dervock 
McArthur, Sir William - Londonderry 
McCabe, Thomas & William Putnam - Belfast 
Macassey, Luke L. – Belfast 
McCaughey, Samuel - Ballymena 
Macoun, John - Magheralin 
McCracken, Henry Joy - Belfast 
McCracken, Mary Ann - Belfast 
MacCullagh, Prof. James – Plumbridge 
McGuinness, Norah – Londonderry 
McIlroy, Archibald - Ballyclare 
McLaverty, Michael - Killard, Co Down 
McKay, John - Belfast  
McKelvey, Frank - Belfast 
McKimm, Charles - Belfast 
MacNeice, Louis – Belfast 
MacQuitty, William - Bangor 
Magee, Martha – Londonderry 
Maginn, Francis - Belfast 
Magennis VC, James Joseph  - Belfast 
Marconi, Gugliamo – Ballycastle  
Maritime Hotel - Belfast 
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Marshall, W.F. - Sixmilecross, Co. Tyrone 
Middleton, Colin - Bangor 
Milligan, Alice & Milligan-Fox, Charlotte - Omagh 
Mitchel, John & Martin, John - Newry 
Monaghan, John ‘Rinty’ - Belfast 
Murray, Sir James - Belfast  
Nichol, Andrew - Belfast 
Noble, Margaret – Dungannon 
Ó’Droighneáin,  Muiris - Belfast 
O’Byrne, Cathal - Belfast  
O’Nolan, Brian - Strabane 
Parker, Stewart - Belfast 
Phillips, H.B. - Londonderry 
Pottinger, Sir Henry - Belfast 
Praeger, Robert Lloyd - Holywood 
Praeger, Rosamond - Holywood 
Rowley, Richard - Belfast 
Russell, Thomas - Belfast 
Ritchie, William - Belfast 
Robert the Bruce - Rathlin Island 
Rodgers, Paul - Carrickfergus 
Rodgers, W.R. - Belfast 
Russell, George William - Lurgan 

Scott, William - Enniskillen 
Sheils, George - Carnlough 
Sigerson - Dr. George - Strabane 
Society of United Irishmen – Belfast 
Staples, Sir Richard P. Bt. - Cookstown 
Stewart, George Vesey - Martray, Co Tyrone 
Sullivan, Robert - Holywood 
Swift, Jonathan - Ballynure 
Thomson, Hugh - Coleraine 
Thompson, Sam – Belfast 
Tod, Isabella - Belfast 
Tomelty, Joseph (Joe) -Portaferry 
Trollope, Anthony - Belfast  
Waddell, Helen - Banbridge  
Wallace, Sir Richard - Lisburn 
Walton, Ernest - Belfast 
Welch, Robert John - Strabane 
White, Sir George - Portstewart 
Whitla, Sir William - Belfast 
Wilde, Oscar - Enniskillen 
Wilson, Guy - Broughshane  
Yeats, John B. - Banbridge 
Young, James - Belfast 

 

The Circle does a great job in 
getting us all to stop, stand, stare 
and reflect on the treasure trove 
of history that surrounds us. 
 

[Richard McNamara – Dublin] 



ULSTER HISTORY CIRCLE®

The blue plaques draw attention to the association of buildings with individuals who have distinguished 
themselves in some way. This encourages local communities to identify with the people concerned, en-
courages local  pride and often stimulates local activity such as summer schools, festivals, lectures, com-
memorative events and general tourism.

By actively involving local communities and schools in the plaque research and siting process, we 
are creating new opportunities to explore and learn about heritage issues.

Ulster History Circle May 2013

Plaques erected in 2012 - 2013

Scan QR Code 
for our website

Plaques fabricated and fitted by 
Hi-Tec Signs, Newry
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