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Introduction
This report of the Circle’s operations draws together the main strands of its activities in the year to 31 March
2012.
The Ulster History Circle is a small, voluntary, not for profit organisation that places commemorative plaques in
public places, in towns and villages all over Ulster, in honour of men and women who have contributed to the
Province’s history. The Circle is recognised as a Charity by HM Revenue and Customs. The Constitution is set
out in Appendix 5. The work is entirely voluntary. The Circle has no earning capacity or trust funds of any kind
and depends on District Councils, individuals and businesses to contribute to the cost of erecting individual
plaques.
The Circle encourages nominations for plaques from the public and many of our projects are selected from such
nominations. The eligibility criteria and information about how to make a nomination are set out on our website
www.ulsterhistory.co.uk. The general rule is that a proposal to put up a plaque is not considered unless the
person to be commemorated has been deceased for at least 20 years - less if the deceased person was born more
than 100 years ago. An explanation of how the scheme works is set out in Appendix 5.
Heritage Lottery Fund
In 2007 the Heritage Lottery Fund provided a grant for a five-year Celebrating Achievers project to erect 50
plaques, develop an on-line Dictionary of Ulster Biography and undertake a number of activities designed to
extend the reach of the Circle’s activities to the wider community including schools. The project has been
successfully completed as reported in Appendix 1.
Plaques erected in 2011-2012
In the year 14 plaques were erected in different parts of Northern Ireland.
The plaques (in alphabetical order) were for the following Bishop George Berkeley – Philosopher
Francis Joseph Bigger – Antiquarian and Celtic Revivalist
Clara Copley – Boxing promoter
Dr James Deeny – Public Health Pioneer
Ezekiel J. Donnell - Industrialist, polemicist and philanthropist
Wilhelmina Geddes - Stained Glass Artist
Morris Harding – Sculptor
Brian Desmond Hurst – Film Director
Kennedy Kane McArthur – Olympic Gold Medallist, Marathon 1912
Norah McGuinness – Artist and Set and Theatre Designer
Archibald McIlroy – Writer and Storyteller
William MacQuitty – Filmmaker, Writer and Photographer
Francis Maginn – Pioneer for Rights and Education of Deaf People
Brian O’Nolan – Writer

- Londonderry
- Mallusk
- Belfast
- Lurgan
- Strabane
- Belfast
- Holywood
- Belfast
- Dervock
- Londonderry
- Ballyclare
- Bangor
- Belfast
- Strabane

Short biographies of the recipients, and photographs of the events, are published on the Circle's website, and in
Appendix 3.
There is a complete list of plaques in Appendix 7.
Future Programme
As the year ended, planning was well advanced for 22 new plaques, with funding secured or being sought.
Another 20 were at earlier planning stages.
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Publicity
Publicity for the Plaque Events is generated by targeted Press Releases to regional and local news media, TV,
radio and regional and local newspapers. Some of the events have attracted considerable media interest e.g. Brian
Desmond Hurst, William MacQuitty and Kennedy Kane McArthur. As well as news coverage, some events were
featured on the BBC’s “Arts Extra” programme. Sometimes an event will be combined with another
complementary one; for example the plaque to Archibald McIlroy was accompanied by the re-launch of one of his
books by the Ulster Scots Language Society and an exhibition of his life and works in Ballyclare Town Hall and the
public library. This resulted in extensive coverage of the plaque in the regional and local press and on radio.
Where possible the Circle seeks to identify and involve members of the families or descendants of the person
being commemorated and all interested are involved in the planning and the unveiling ceremonies. As a
consequence the events are happy occasions and much appreciated by the families. In the current year there were
six such family gatherings at the Hurst, MacQuitty, O’Nolan, Donnell, Deeny and Copley plaques.
Membership Attendance
The Circle met 13 times, including the Annual General Meeting. One new member, Peter Collins joined the
Circle in February 2012 and one, John Kennedy resigned in June 2011. One of our longest serving members,
Annesley Malley, sadly passed away on 10 October 2011. The record of individual attendance is shown below.
Mere attendance (travel and work requirements permitting) is not an indication of input (some members are
unable to travel to the meetings) and members’ contributions in research and support are counted in other ways –
see page 9.
Name

Possible
attendance
13
13
13
13
0
13
0
13
13
0
0
13
13
13
2
13
2

Chris Spurr – Chairman
Sean Nolan - Secretary
Pat Devlin - Treasurer
Doreen Corcoran
Hugh Odling-Smee
Richard Froggatt
Annesley Malley
Wesley McCann - Chairman
Trevor Parkhill
Victor Price
Chris Ryder
John Dooher
Peter Cavan
Linda Greenwood
John Kennedy
Alan Boyd
Peter Collins

Actual
attendance
13
11
13
5
0
12
0
10
9
0
0
5
8
9
2
13
2

Plaque Selection
It might be helpful to record some of the issues that are involved for the Circle in accepting new plaque
nominations. As a small voluntary body the Circle employs no staff and all the work has to be done in members’
own time. As well as erecting plaques, the Circle is involved in a number of related and complementary activities
including the development and maintenance of the on-line Dictionary of Ulster Biography, the preparation of a
Blue Plaque Guide, launched in June 2011 and covering all the 115 or so plaques erected up to the end of 2009.
Also the development and delivery of an Outreach programme involving local historical societies, community and
other local groups and schools. On average, we unveil about 14 plaques a year; some years more, some fewer.
Each one involves a great deal of detailed planning, consultation with many interests and preparation that is very
time consuming.
Another consideration is the geographical spread of the plaques. As reported last year, we continue to make
headway in ensuring a better geographical spread of the plaques. In the past year the distribution of plaques was:
Co. Antrim – 3; Co. Armagh – 1; Co. Down – 2; Co. Londonderry – 2; Co. Tyrone – 2; Belfast - 4
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Dictionary of Ulster Biography
In the year to 31 March 2012 the Dictionary attracted almost 14,000 visitors, viewing over 44,000 pages, an
increase of 10,300 on the previous year, from more than 120 countries. The Dictionary website is
www.ulsterbiography.co.uk
During the year, more than 100 additional biographies have been added to the Dictionary. For this we are
indebted to one of our members, Richard Froggatt, for his scholarship, dedication and sheer hard work.
Blue Plaque Guide
The Guide to Blue Plaques in Ulster was launched at two events in June 2011; at the Crescent Arts Centre in
Belfast on 15th and the Verbal Arts Centre in Londonderry on 22nd. Both events were well-attended and received
favourable media coverage. A report of the launch is set out in Appendix 4. 30,000 copies of the Guide were
printed, and by December 2011 29,000 of these had been distributed to the public by way of the Libraries NI
network, tourist offices and information points, museums, local history societies, at Circle events and talks, and
similar occasions.
Leaflets
During the year the Circle continued to provide leaflets about the plaque events themselves. The leaflets are
produced locally to reduce costs and are intended for distribution to people attending the event, passers-by, local
trades people and for display in local libraries, museums etc.
Outreach Programme
The Circle aims to involve local historical societies in the planning of unveiling events and engages with them in
local arrangements and publicity. The Circle works with the Federation for Ulster Local Studies to provide
speakers to local societies a. to increase awareness of what we are seeking to do;
b. to demonstrate how our objective of preserving and widening knowledge of historical personalities, local as
well as national and international, is fully in tune with the thrust of their own work; and
c. to encourage local historical societies to greater co-operation with and participation in the Circle’s activities.
To further these objectives, the Circle is included on the Federation’s Register of Speakers which is available on
its website, providing societies with the opportunity to include a speaker in their seasonal programme of events.
The Circle continues to give talks to a number of organisations including Rotary Clubs, Business and Professional
Women’s Association, University of the Third Age groups, Probus Clubs and Mothers Union.
The Circle has had useful discussions with Libraries NI on areas of mutual interest and broad agreement has been
reached on a number of areas of co-operation. This includes the use of Libraries for Circle events, for the
placement of plaques, which could otherwise not be erected due to the remoteness, or unavailability of e.g. a
birth house. One such plaque was erected in the year; the Donnell plaque on the Strabane Library.
Our efforts to work with schools did not progress due to lack of interest shown by educational contacts and the
difficulties of influencing the Curriculum. However, we will seek avenues, mainly through discussions with
Libraries NI to provide material relevant to primary schools.
Society Website
The Circle’s web site www.ulsterhistory.co.uk was updated continuously. In the year the biography pages were
visited 3,200 times and 2,000 of the events reports were viewed.
Other Internet developments
During the year the Circle created a Flickr account that holds a complete record of the plaques, with biographical
and location information.
Financial Report
The Circle’s Accounts are in Appendix 2.
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Conclusion
On behalf of the Circle I would like to say how much we appreciate the generosity of our sponsors, the Heritage
Lottery Fund, the City and District Councils, the individuals and organisations without whose help and support
the Circle could not have continued our work honouring and celebrating the many distinguished people from or
significantly connected with Ulster who are exemplified by those remembered this year.
Chris Spurr – Chairman

May 2012
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APPENDIX 1
CELEBRATING ACHIEVERS PROJECT

AGREED AIMS AND OUTCOMES
Aims
Summary of achievement (Include when aim was completed and events
which have affected this aim)
We will research and erect 50 As of 31 March 2012, 67 plaques erected. The 50th plaque, to Kathleen Bridle, was
Commemorative Plaques in honour unveiled on 12 November 2010.
of men and women who have made
significant contributions to the
advancement of ideas and the
benefit of society, particularly in
such fields as the arts and sciences,
industry, religion, sport and public
and community service.
We will research, compile, 1. Dictionary went live on 17 November 2009.
document and maintain on its own 2. 112 biographies added since launch.
website an up-to-date Dictionary of
Ulster Biography.
We will develop a comprehensive Not fully achieved in the sense that there was no ‘comprehensive Outreach
Outreach Programme connecting programme’ in place. Some elements e.g. working with schools have not progressed
with schools, universities and other due to lack of interest shown by educational contacts and the difficulties of influencing
educational institutions, local the Curriculum. However, despite this there was an extensive range of initiatives
history
societies,
community with local historical societies, Probus Clubs, business and professional women’s clubs,
development organisations, tourism Libraries, community groups etc.
interests and museum and arts
organisations to create wider The blue plaque events themselves have an outreach element of engagement with
involvement, interest and direct, local organisations, co-ordination of activities, local publicity and news reporting. At
co-operative participation in our unveiling events leaflets featuring the person being honoured and explaining the
Circles aims and approach are distributed locally and in local outlets e.g. shops, cafes,
work.
libraries etc as available.
Effective arrangements are in place with Libraries NI on a range of areas on cooperation including distribution and display of the Guide and co-ordinating activities
around blue plaque unveilings e.g. exhibitions of the work of the ‘plaquee’, local
publicity, use of library premises as plaque site in appropriate cases e.g. no suitable
site otherwise available or refusal of owner’s permission.
The Blue Plaque Guide has an important outreach effect in being widely available in
libraries, tourist information centres and other outlets. We have evidence that some
Blue Badge Guides and the Tourist Board are using it.
The Circle provides speakers to an increasing number of organisations and the
availability of the Guide at these gatherings is widely welcomed. The magazine Verbal
published monthly by the Verbal Arts Centre, Londonderry, prints a regular feature
on one of the blue plaques as provided by the Circle.
The blue plaque events now feature in the local weekly and the regional daily papers
and have been covered regularly by BBC Radio programmes including Arts Extra,
Saturday Magazine, This New Day, Newsline and Radio Foyle.
We will research, compile and 1. 30,000 copies of the Blue Plaque Guide printed with 29,000 being distributed
widely, including to local libraries, tourist centres, museums and local history
publish a Blue Plaques Guide
societies. Also distributed at plaque unveilings and at Circle talks to groups and
containing information about each
societies.
plaque and a range of leaflets about
the Circle and about individuals 2. General leaflet printed, distributed and still available.
which would include details about 3. CD of existing plaques available.
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the sources of further and more
comprehensive material about the
subject.
We will work pro-actively with the
Tourist
Board
and
other
organisations to promote the
plaques and our associated
resources as a social and cultural
tourism asset for the entire
community and visitors and to
stimulate interest in the individuals
commemorated by means of
associated publications, tours,
visits, lectures and seminars.
We will exploit ongoing trends and
developments in multi-media
technology to maintain and further
develop the Ulster History Circle
Website as an easily accessible
resource for the entire Northern
Ireland community and a stimulus
for tourists and others interested in
exploring our history and heritage.

ANNUAL REPORT 2011 - 2012
4. Leaflets for individual plaques routinely prepared for local distribution.
5. Second edition (additional 27 plaques to be documented at present) being
prepared.
1. Blue Plaque Guides widely distributed to Libraries, Museums, Tourist
Information Centres and local historical Societies. Being used by some Blue Badge
Guides in local areas.
2. The Circle provides speakers to a wide variety of bodies including local history
societies and community groups, Probus clubs, Business & Professional Women’s
Clubs etc.
3. Arrangements agreed with Libraries NI on areas of mutual benefit; cooperation on
use of Library premises and facilities.
4. Ongoing discussions with NI Tourist Board about co-operative working, including
publication of plaque events on their website, linking into their ‘Great Day Out
for Group’s‘ programme, the development of local ‘Blue Plaque Trails’, help with
distribution of the Blue Plaque Guide etc.
1. New on-line Dictionary launched on 17 November 2009 and integrated with
website. To end of 2011, Dictionary had over 15,000 visitors, from 161
countries, viewing over 68,000 pages in total. Additional features added to
website in respect of Event coverage.
2. Dedicated Blog and Flickr accounts set up and regularly updated.
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APPENDIX 2
FINANCIAL REPORT 2010- 2011

Accounts
The Income and Expenditure account for the year is attached.
Financial Resources Received
In addition to the Heritage Lottery Fund grant that continues to underpin the Circle’s activities, the Circle is
grateful to the following for supporting the Circle’s activities during the year.
From

Amount

Ballymoney Borough Council
Belfast City Council

£800.00
£1,400.00

Copley Family

£220.00

Dungannon & South Tyrone Borough Council

£800.00

Newtownabbey Borough Council

£1,200.00

North Down Borough Council

£900.00

Royal National Institute for the Deaf

£800.00

Strabane District Council

£900.00

Ulster Scots Agency

£400.00

TOTAL

£7,420.00

Financial Code of Practice
The Code of Practice, adopted by the Circle at its meeting on 5 November 2004, sets out officers' roles and
responsibilities and the processes of record maintenance, budgetary control, financial reporting, account
preparation and audit.
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ULSTER HISTORY CIRCLE
INCOME & EXPENDITURE 2011-2012
2011/12
Opening Balance at Bank
INCOME

2010/11

2009/10

£17,490.83 £21,144.51

£11,907.30

Grants Received (1)
Other income (2)

£12,120.00
£820.00

£7,850.00
£2,297.63

£27,380.00
£160.00

TOTAL RESOURCES

£30,430.83 £31,292.14

£27,540.00

EXPENDITURE
Plaque Manufacture and fitting
Plaque replacement and repair
Bank Charges
Postage
Printing and Stationery (3)
Meeting Expenses (4)
Travel (5)
Audit Fees
Design
Internet Charges (6)
Insurance (7)
Equipment (8)
Membership Fees (7)
Events (9)
IT Contract (10)
Other Expenditure
TOTAL EXPENDITURE
Petty Cash

£8,588.78
£184.00
£43.67
£62.23
£1,000.11
£735.60
£291.20
£600.00
£0.00
£41.98
£70.00
£703.03
£30.00
£672.00
£166.06
£619.40

£10,006.63
£0.00
£41.18
£111.66
£668.25
£640.87
£738.20
£600.00
£0.00
£111.31
£28.00
£98.49
£30.00
£1,618.30
£3,287.00
£272.14

£22,771.30 £13,818.06

£18,252.03

£4.16

Closing Balance at Bank
Notes:

£9,226.00
£0.00
£50.00
£262.18
£6,868.46
£1,100.30
£1,207.85
£600.00
£600.00
£16.19
£70.00
£708.31
£30.00
£1,190.47
£148.80
£692.74

£34.01

£50.76

£7,689.38 £17,490.83

£21,144.51

(1) Includes second instalment of HLF grant
(2) Various donations and talks
(3) Includes Guide to Blue Plaques and Annual Report
(4) Accommodation and refreshment costs at monthly and planning meetings
(5) Visits to service suppliers, potential sites and some launch events
(6) Service charges for two websites plus email
(7) Membership of FULS and PL Insurance Costs
(8) Digital projector, carry case and screen, replacement amplifier battery
(9) Light refreshments at unveiling events
(10) For design, augmentation and hosting of Dictionary.
(11) Outstanding invoices for approved grants
(12) For plaque manufacture and fitting
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VALUE OF VOLUNTARY INPUT

As part of the agreement with the Heritage Lottery Fund to provide a grant to the Celebrating Achievers Project
the Circle was required to collect data on the extent and cost of the voluntary input of the Circle members in
delivering the programme. No account was taken of the voluntary help made available by other organisations and
individuals. Obtaining this information was far from easy since members do not routinely collect it. Each month
most members provided a rough estimate of their input under different headings. Some members do not record
their activity so no account can be taken of their contribution in financial terms. The figure is therefore an
understatement of the overall value of voluntary activity.
Based on these returns the following table sets out the estimated cost of the voluntary activity involved in the
course of the 5-year project. It is an underestimate but does give an indication of the value of such effort. The
cost of travel excludes expenses paid in respect of Lottery funded activity. The overall value reflects the increased
membership of the Circle during the course of the project and additional activity on the Blue Plaque Guide and
the Dictionary of Ulster Biography and our Outreach activities.

TOTAL 2007-2012
Hours
9935
£248,360.00
Miles
12233
£4,893.20
Calls
7756
£13,268.16
Letters
543
£1,118.00
TOTAL
£267,639.36
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APPENDIX 3

THE YEAR’S EVENTS
The following pages contain short biographies and descriptions of the people and places honoured with a blue
plaque in the year under review. Photographs from the events are included.

Page
Bishop George Berkeley
Francis Joseph Bigger
Clara (Ma) Copley
Dr James Deeny
Ezekiel J. Donnell
Wilhelmina Geddes
Morris Harding
Brian Desmond Hurst
Kennedy Kane McArthur

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Norah McGuinness
Archibald McIlroy
William MacQuitty

22
23
24

Brian O’Nolan

26

Fancis Maginn

11
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BERKELEY, BISHOP GEORGE (1685 – 1753) | Philosopher and Dean of Derry

George Berkeley was born on 12 March 1685 at Dysart Castle, Co. Kilkenny. Educated TCD, where he remained
until 1713 as fellow and tutor. In 1709 he published his Essay towards a New Theory of Vision and developed his
thought further in A Treatise Concerning the Principles of Human Knowledge (1710) and Dialogues Between Hylas and
Philonous (1713).

Professor Brian Walker talks about Berkeley while Dean William Morton looks on

Between 1714 and 1721 he
traveled widely in France and Italy
and when he returned to Ireland,
wrote Essay Towards Preventing the
Ruin of Great Britain. He entered
the Church and in 1724 he was as
appointed to the deanery of Derry.
He then advanced the project of a
college in the Bermudas, to reform
the English colonists and civilise
the natives. For this he was given a
government grant of £20,000. He
sailed for the West Indies in 1728
but never arrived there, staying for
three years in Rhode Island. His

Alciphron, written there, defends religion against
freethinkers. The grant was withdrawn, and he
returned in 1731.
In 1734 Berkeley was appointed Bishop of Cloyne
but devoted himself to philosophical speculation.
That year he published The Analyst a critical
examination of Newtonian mathematics and in 1735
the first of three volumes of the Querist, containing in
all some five hundred questions on the social and
economic problems of Ireland, 'with hints on
legislation and political economy.' Further pamphlets
on Ireland followed with appeals for religious
toleration. The last of his philosophical works was
Siris (1744). In 1752 failing health forced his
resignation and he moved to Oxford, where he died in January 1753. He is buried in Christ Church Cathedral.
Sam Burnside, Wesley McCann, Dean Morton, Stella Burnside
and Professor Brian Walker

Location of plaques: 30 Bishop Street Within, Londonderry
Date of unveiling: 17 May 2011
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BIGGER, FRANCIS JOSEPH (1863 – 1926) | Antiquarian and Celtic Revivalist

Francis Joseph Bigger was born 17 July 1863 in Little Donegall Street, Belfast. He was educated at Royal Belfast Academical
Institution, of which grandfather had been a founder 1810 and his father a governor. He studied law at Queens College
Belfast and King's Inn in Dublin, qualifying as a solicitor in1887. In 1889 he set up a practice in Royal Avenue in partnership
with George Strachan.
In 1884 he joined the Belfast Naturalists' Field Club, founded in 1863. Its membership included the photographer R.J. Welch
and the botanist Robert Lloyd Praeger. He soon became its secretary and later its president. In 1894 he revived the Ulster
Journal of Archaeology after a lapse of 30 years, becoming its editor and remaining so until 1911. He acquired a lifelong interest
in the Irish language, learning to speak it. He joined the Gaelic League and was appointed to its Executive Committee. This
brought him into contact with Douglas Hyde and Eoin MacNeill, who would influence many of his ideas. He founded the
Belfast College of Irish and supported it until its closure in 1923. In 1894 he was elected a member of the Royal Irish
Academy.
His interest in archaeology led him to buy
the 15th-century Jordan's Castle at Ardglass
in County Down. He restored the castle,
naming it Castle Sean, a model of the Celtic
Revival and a meeting place for its more
prominent people, finally bequeathing it to
the state. Bigger produced in excess of 400
articles, contributing to Irish antiquarian
journals and daily newspapers. Several of his
articles were issued as pamphlets. He also
wrote numerous articles on his two favourite
pastimes, gardening and bee keeping. Other
writings included Four shots from Down (1918)
and Crossing the bar (1926).
Bigger was promoter of all things Irish, and
was involved in the revival of processions,
pageants, ceilidhs and feiseanna. He was a
founder member of the Ulster Literary
Sean Nolan,Maureen Keown, Patrick Keown, Mayor Bradley, Prof. Patrick Murphy,
Rosemary, Francie and Mairead O'Boyle
Theatre, the Irish Folk Song Society, the Irish
Peasant Home Industries, the Ulster Public
House Association, and schemes for improved labourers' cottages, as well as serving as a committee member of the Belfast
Art Society and the Irish Decorative Art Association.
In 1898 Bigger was a driving force behind the Belfast Gaelic League pageant to mark the centenary of the 1798 rebellion. He
also helped organise the Irish harp festival of 1903 and the Samuel Ferguson centenary in 1910. One of his greatest
achievements was founding the Feis na nGleann in 1904.
As a conservationist he was keen to restore what was left of Ulster's heritage. He uncovered unique pre-Reformation
sculpture and medieval stained glass, and funded restorations of several ancient monasteries and monuments. Bigger also
attempted to locate, relocate, or mark the graves of several national figures such as St Patrick, Robert Emmet, and Henry Joy
McCracken.
In July 1926 Biger received an MA from QUB in recognition of his services to archaeology and local history. He died on 9
December 1926 at his home, Ard Righ on the Antrim Road, Belfast, and was buried in the Bigger family plot at Mullusk
Location of plaque: The Crown and Shamrock, Mallusk, Co Antrim
Date of Unveiling: 13 May 2011
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COPLEY, CLARA (MA) (1886 – 1949) | Boxing Promoter

Clara (known as MA) Copley was born in Yorkshire in 1866. She was from a family in the travelling amusement business,
including a circus, funfair and waxworks. She came to Belfast sometime in the 1920s with this business and travelled around,
wintering in the Chapel Fields, then vacant ground opposite St Malachy's Church. However it is as a boxing promoter in the
1930s that she is best remembered.
During the 1930s the boxing contests were held in the Chapel fields. In the summer the fights look place outdoors; in the
winter months the ring was erected in a marquee. Contests were conducted according to BBBC rules. Most fighters came
from local clubs. Many of Ireland's best appeared in Ma's ring. Jimmy Warnock, the Shankill Road flyweight, was one who,
despite twice defeating the reigning champion Benny Lynch, never held the championship because the matches were not
recognised as title fights. Rinty Monaghan began his fighting career in Ma's tent and went on to hold the World,
Commonwealth, European and British flyweight titles. Less successful was Cecil Creighton whose fancily kept a pet shop in
Gresham Street, earning him the Nickname of The Birdman He was greeted with bird noise when he entered the ring. The
frequency with which he ended up on his backside on the canvas prompted local wits to suggest that he had a 'cauliflower
bum'.
Buck Alec Robinson was another local hero whose
first appearance at the Fields, while still in his
teens was when he was pushed forward to take
the place of a contestant who had failed to show.
Robinson's audience warm-up was more exciting
than Creighton's trick of swallowing goldfish, he
wrestled with a lion. He rated his pugilistic skills
highly: "If I hit them, it was 'goodnight nurse'."
Other names well known at the Fields were
Ginger Lecky, Pat Kelly, Buckets McGahey and
Kid Derg, who is recorded as having 'the
footwork of a ballerina but a stronger punch than
Margot Fonteyn.'
When the Chapel Fields became no longer
available around 1939, Mrs Copley rented the
Ulster Hall for boxing bills on Wednesdays and
Four generations of the extended Copley family
Saturdays. When the Belfast Corporation
proposed a hefty rent increase she decided it was
time to retire. Prizes awarded were small, five or ten shillings, but in the Hungry Thirties even a few shillings were welcome
to a needy boxer. When asked to account for a perceived later falling off in quality among local boxers. Ma's matchmaker,
Mick Ross, remarked 'There are no hungry fighters today'. Ma, a generous woman, was known to slip money to young
boxers down on their luck.
On 29 August 1942 in the Ulster Hall, an event was held to honour Mrs, Clara Copley 'who for years had had the distinction
of being Britain's only woman British Boxing Board of Control Licensed promoter'. A silver fruit bowl was presented to her.
The inscription on the bowl records that it was given 'By the Patrons of the Ulster Hall as a token of appreciation of services
rendered to the sport of Boxing'.
Mrs Copley lived at 56 Donegall Pass from 1930 until her death on 14 March 1949.
Location of plaque: 56 Donegall Pass, Belfast
Date of Unveiling: 10 March 2012
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DEENY, DR JAMES (1916 – 1994) | Public Health Pioneer

James Deeny was born 7 November 1906 in Lurgan, Co. Armagh, the eldest of three children of Dr. Michael and Jane
Deeny. He was educated in Lurgan and Clongowes Wood College and subsequently Queens University Belfast (QUB),
where he graduated with a B.Sc. in biochemistry, bacteriology, and pathology, as well as a diploma in public health.
He then studied in Dublin at the Royal College of Physicians, and in 1930 travelled to Vienna, where he worked in the State
Service Institute under the auspices of the American Medical Association, specialising in the bacteriology of tuberculosis. In
September 1931 he joined his father's practice in Lurgan, the beginning of a varied and accomplished career at home and
abroad. Conscious of practising medicine in an age where the Victorian type of clinical practice was still prevalent, he was
determined to pursue a more modern approach by utilising scientific surveys and reports, coupled with a humanitarian
approach to the victims of illness.
He first came to prominence in the 1930's, after publishing an assessment of the nutritional deficiencies of male factory
workers in Lurgan in the Journal of the Ulster Medical Society. In 1941 he was elected a fellow of the Royal College of
Physicians and a member of the Royal Irish Academy (MRIA), as well as chairman of the mid-Ulster division of the British
Medical Association. He continued to receive the attention of
medical academics through his research into nicotinic acid
deficiency. During the Second World War he became a chemical
warfare officer for Lurgan, and the ministry of health in London
also sought his advice on nutrition in Northern Ireland.
His reputation, as well as his socio-economic expertise in relating
health to poverty, led to his appointment as Chief Medical
Adviser to the Department of Local Government and Public
Health (the Department of Health after 1947) in Dublin in 1944.
From the outset he was vigorous in his pursuit of a public health
monitoring programme, the eradication of TB, and improving and
expanding hospital care, and his appointment increased the
pressures on the chief medical officers of local authorities to
improve preventative health services. He had a major
responsibility in preparing a plan for the development of a
National Health Service in 1945. In May 1948 he attended the
first assembly of the World Health Organisation in Geneva as
chief of the Irish delegation. He left the department (1950) to
conduct a three-year national TB survey, returned in 1953, and
was subsequently given leave to work with the World Health
Organisation (WHO), conducting national TB surveys in Sri
Lanka and British Somaliland, and serving (1956-8) as the WHO
chief of mission in Indonesia.

Deeny family and friends

In 1962 he resigned from the service of the Irish government, and till 1967 served as chief of senior-staff-training for the
WHO in Geneva. On returning to Ireland, he continued to do consultancy work for the WHO in Syria and Russia. In 1971
he was appointed as Medical Adviser to the Vatican organisation Cor Unum, which was responsible for the co-ordination of
catholic charities worldwide. In 1983 he was awarded an honorary doctorate from QUB.
His autobiography To Cure and to Care was published in 1989 and a selection of his research papers, The End of an Epidemic.
Essays in Irish Public Health 1935-65 were published in 1995.
Location of plaque: 21 Church Place, Lurgan
Date of Unveiling: 3 March 2012
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DONNELL, EZEKIEL J (1822 – 1896) | Industrialist, Polemicist and Philanthropist

Ezekiel J. Donnell was born the townland of Ballee, near Strabane in 1822 and arrived in America when he was eighteen
years old, following the example of several of his brothers who had earlier made the same journey.
Donnell settled in Montgomery, Alabama, becoming a successful merchant before moving to New York in 1854 where he
established himself as one of the foremost cotton merchants in the United States. In 1872 he published a Chronological and
Statistical History of Cotton and became an acknowledged authority on the industry. Donnell believed strongly in individual
freedom in trade as elsewhere in life. He was an advocate of a strong public education system that would enable individuals to
contribute more effectively to the general good. Indeed he was one of the earliest advocates of a comprehensive public
education system.
Donnell was an active opponent of
tariff protectionism. His views were
strongly contested by many of his
fellow traders and the conflict
between the Free Trade advocates and
the Protectionists was to be a
continued feature of American
political life right up to the present.
Donnell rejected the claims and
policies of "ignorant and selfish
protectionists" and claimed the right
of every human being brought into the
world to be educated at the public
expense.
Donnell was a prominent member of
the Chamber of Commerce, a founder
of the Reform Club and an active
participant in the Democratic Club
and a number of his public addresses
The Donnell Family
were published in pamphlet form.
These included - Slavery and
"Protectionism" (1882): The impending Crisis (1883): Wages and Tariffs - Influence of the protective system on wages, social organisation
and the distribution of wealth (1884): The True Issue - industrial depression and political corruption caused by tariff monopolies (1884):
Industrial Emancipation (1886) and Outlines of a New Science (1889).
In pursuit of his view of education as the vehicle for economic change he donated one million dollars towards building a
library where young people could achieve the self-improvement that he saw as essential for the development of economy and
society. The donation was to "erect a fireproof building suitable and proper for the purpose of a library....with a reading
room open free every day in which young people can spend their evenings profitably away from demoralising influences."
This bequest was publicly if rather belatedly recognised in the opening of the Donnell Library Centre in the New York Public
Library in December 1955. In May 2008 the Library was temporarily closed while efforts are being made to redevelop the
whole New York Public Library site. Ongoing problems about the viability of the planned site have now been resolved and it
is planned that the library will reopen in 2014.
Donnell died in 1896.
Location of plaque: Public Library, Strabane
Date of Unveiling: 3 February 2012
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GEDDES, WILHELMINA (1887-1955)| Stained Glass Artist

Wilhemina Geddes was born in Drumreilly,
County Leitrim, on 25 May 1877 and was
educated at Methodist College, Belfast, the
Belfast School of Art and the Metropolitan School
of Art, Dublin. Her work was included in the
1914 Expostion des Arts Decoratifs in the
Louvres. Rosamund Praeger recognised her
talent and took some of her watercolours to an
exhibition in Dublin, where they were brought to
the attention of Sarah Purser. She became a
member of Sarah Purser's Studio of Ecclesiastical
Art, An Tur Gloine.
As well as being one of the first of the Dublin
stained glass artists, she designed book-jackets,
book plates, stamps, posters, as well as
illustrating books. She was also a needlw worker
and worked on lino prints. She exhibited at the
Society of Scottish Arts, the Ulster Academy, and
at the British Empire exhibition at Wembley. The
Royal Hibernian Academy held exhibitions of her
work in 1913, 1914, 1916 and 1930. She
designed a window at St Anne's Church, Dawson
Street, Dublin, one at Monea Church,
Enniskillen, three at All Saints' Church, Dun
Laoghaire, one at St John's Church, Malone
Road, Belfast, and two windows at Inver Church,
Larne.
Sean Nolan and Dr Nicola Gordon Bowe with members of the Geddes family
Her windows in Wellington, New Zealand and
Bartholomew's Church in Ottawa, Canada
established her international reputation. In 1929
she completed an eight-panelled window on the theme of the Children of Lir for the Ulster Museum and in 1938 she installed
the Great Rose Window in the Cathedral of Ypres in memory of King Albert of the Belgians. Her work in represented in
many places, including the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, and more than thirty of her designs for stained glass
windows are in the National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin.

She died at University College Hospital, St Pancras, London, on 10 August 1955 and is buried at Carnmoney, Co. Antrim.
In March 2010, NASA named a crater on the planet Mercury, 'Geddes', in commemoration of her revisionist approach to
stained glass.

Location of plaque: 50 Marlborough Park South, Belfast
Date of unveiling: 25 May 2011

18

ULSTER HISTORY CIRCLE ®

ANNUAL REPORT 2011 - 2012

HARDING, MORRIS (1874-1964)| Sculptor

Morris Harding was born in Stevenage, Hertfordshire on 29th April 1874. His early education was at the local grammar
school, eventually going up to Cambridge University but leaving prematurely to join the merchant navy for a time, satisfying
his innate longing for the sea.
He subsequently trained as a painter and sculptor in the studio of his uncle, Harry Bates, A.R.A. who was a leading figure in
the nineteenth century New Sculpture movement. Harding also worked under J.M.Swan, R.A., teaching sculpture and life
drawing at the London County Council Technical Institute. He was also a member of the Royal Society of British Sculptors
and the Society of Animal Painters with examples of his work being exhibited at the Royal Academy in London and the
Glasgow Institute. He was most active in the arts community from about 1912 until 1958.
Whilst working in London, one of Morris Harding’s first major commissions in 1914 was a series of relief panels for Mappin
Terrace in London Zoo, depicting polar bears, a subject to which he returned on a number of occasions. Dr. Joseph McBrinn
(University of Ulster), states that, ‘…it is in the depiction of animals in the round or in relief on which Harding’s reputation
is often judged.’ Harding also worked on a number of important war memorials on which animals featured and he was
commissioned to execute a major work for the Memorial Chapel at Rugby School in 1922. The eminent architect of this
project was Sir Charles Nicholson who also became consultant to the Cathedral Church of St. Anne, Belfast at a crucial stage
in its construction.
As a tried and tested craftsman, Harding was
invited in 1925 by Nicholson, at the age of 51, to
work on his designs for many of the capitals and
corbels in the nave of St. Anne’s. Along with
other carvings and the bronze soldier on top of
the memorial lectern to the fallen of the 36th
(Ulster) Division, this body of work became the
major undertaking of his career. Indeed, it was
to occupy his creative talents for much of the
next 23 years. Indeed, it could be said that his
contribution to the ornamentation of St. Anne’s
represented, for him, a labour of love. A former
parishioner recounted how, during the Blitz,
Morris volunteered to keep overnight fire watch
in the Cathedral when the city was under threat
of incendiary attack.
Other commissions in Northern Ireland
Alan Boyd and Chris Spurr, Ulster History Circle; Mayor James McKerrow, Dean
followed; the font in St. Peter’s Church, Antrim
John Mann and Mark Glover
Road, the Royal Arms on Telephone House,
Cromac Street, Belfast and those on Government House, Hillsborough. He also carved the tomb of the 7th Marquess of
Londonderry in the grounds of Mountstewart. Harding shared Rosamond Praeger’s Studio in Holywood for a time, carving
the base for her landmark sculpture, Johnny the Jig. He eventually chose to settle in Holywood where he had his own studio
in Church Road. He became President of the Royal Ulster Academy in 1947. He was awarded the O.B.E. in 1950 followed
by an honorary Master of Arts degree from Queen’s University in 1958. He died at his home on 15th January 1964 in his
90th year.
His considerable contribution to the built heritage of the United Kingdom has been largely forgotten today and sadly, his
remains lie in an unmarked grave in Holywood’s New Cemetery. It is indeed timely therefore, that a blue plaque at his
former home should now celebrate his life and work for all to see.
Location of plaque: 104 Church Road, Holywood
Date of unveiling: 24 February 2012
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HURST, BRIAN DESMOND (1895-1986)| Film Director

Brian Desmond Hurst was born Hans Hurst in East Belfast on 12 February 1895 (Hans was changed to Brian during the First
World War). He left school at fourteen to work at the Bloomfield linen factory. He signed up in 1914 and fought with the
Royal Irish Rifles at Gallipoli.
Following the war Hurst studied art in Canada and Paris. He arrived in Holywood in 1928 where he met the film director
John Ford. Ford, a lifelong friend, introduced him to the film industry.

The extended Hurst and Smith families

Hurst moved to England in 1933 and began a long career in British cinema. Between 1935 and 1962 he produced or directed
over 30 films, including adaptations of plays by J. M. Synge. Ourselves Alone, a 1936 film set during the Irish War of
Independence, was censored in the south and banned completely in Northern Ireland. Scrooge, Hurst's 1951 version of
Dickens' A Christmas Carol, is perhaps his most lastingly popular film. He worked with the foremost actors of the time
including Sir Alex Guinness, Siobhan McKenna and Sir Ralph Richardson. He launched the careers of Lord Richard
Attenborough and Vanessa Redgrave by providing them with their first credited roles and paid for Sir Roger Moore to attend
RADA.
Irish Hearts is artistically interesting, as it is probably Ireland's first feature length talkie as is On the Night of the Fire, which
is Britain's first film noir. His last film, an adaptation of the Playboy of the Western World, was released in 1962.
Hurst died in London on 26th September 1986.
Location of plaque: 23 Ribble Street, Belfast
Date of Unveiling: 13 April 2011
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McARTHUR, KENNEDY KANE (1881-1960)| Olympic Gold Medallist

Kennedy Kane McArthur was the second of five children. After attending the National School, ‘Big Ken’ became a postman,
famed for sprinting on his round, and for racing against the trains on the narrow gauge line to Ballymoney. Around 1900 he
emigrated toSouth Africa as a volunteer member of the Baden-Powell South
African Constabulary, and after the Anglo-Boer War he joined the South
African Police. He seldom went on patrol on horseback, preferring to walk the
huge area of his patch. He left the SAP as sergeant in 1931.
A tall man (6ft 3in), McArthur only took up running as a sport when he was in
South Africa. In the 1900s he consistently won handicap races in the Transvaal
and Pretoria, as well as winning many national cross-country medals.
Marathon racing came to South Africa in 1907, and in 1908 McArthur won his
first marathon in Johannesburg. Further successes followed in Cape Town and
Durban where in 1909 he won in the astonishing time of 2 hrs 44 mts 36 sec.
The world record then stood at 2 hrs 44 mts 31 sec. He celebrated his win by
smoking a big bowl of his favourite Boer brand tobacco. Honing his speed by
running track races, he set national records in 1911 for 5 miles and 10 miles.
With Christopher Gitsham, McArthur was one of two entrants for South
Africa in the Marathon at the Stockholm Olympic Games in 1912. The
reported temperature on the day of the race, Sunday July 14th, was 32 degrees
[90 Fahrenheit] in the shade. 68 runners from 19 countries took part. In
sweltering heat McArthur and Gitsham battled it out for the lead, but when

Dame Mary Peters unveils the plaque with
two local children
Gitsham stopped briefly for water, McArthur
ran on, encouraged, it is said, by a voice in the
crowd shouting: 'Come on Antrim – come on ye
boy, ye!'" On winning the gold medal,
McArthur said: "I went out to win or die, and it
was worth two and a half years working and
waiting for". McArthur’s time was 2 hrs 36 mts
54.8 sec, with Gitsham finishing less than a
minute after his teammate. No other country
since has ever produced first and second in the
Olympic Marathon. After Stockholm, McArthur
visited Ballymoney for a hero’s welcome.

Back in South Africa, an unfortunate injury to his
foot ended his running career about a year after
his triumph. On retiring from the
police,McArthur came back to Dervock with his
Chris Spurr, Ronnie Spence, Dame Mary and Mayor Ian Stevenson
wife, Johanna Louw, and from 1931-1936 they
settled on the family farm. They then returned
toSouth Africa, where McArthur died in Potchefstroom on June 13th 1960. The McArthur Memorial Marathon is run
annually in Dervock in his honour.
Location of plaque: Community Building, Knock Road, Dervock
Date of unveiling: 23 July 2011
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McGUINNESS, NORAH (1901-1980)| Artist, Set and Theatre Designer

Norah Allison McGuinness was born in Lawrence Hill,
Londonderry on 7 November 1901 and was educated at
Victoria High School. In 1921 she entered the Metropolitan
School of Art, Dublin, and later studied at Chelsea
Polytechnic, London, and later in Paris. While in London she
received her first important graphic design commission, to
produce the illustrations for an edition of Laurence Sterne's A
Sentimental Journey through France and Italy published in
1925.
She exhibited in New York shortly before the Second World
War and created window displays for stores. Having returned
to Ireland, she was President of the Living Art Exhibition
from 1944 to 1972. In 1957 she was elected an honorary
member of the Royal Hibernian Academy. She illustrated
books by W. B. Yeats, designed window displays for shops,
and sets for the Abbey and Peacock Theatres. At the Venice
Biennale she was one of the Irish representatives and her
paintings have been exhibited in London, Dublin, Belfast,
New York, Monaco, Derry and Paris.
Mrs Walsh, house owner, unveils the plaque

In 1980 she received an honorary degree from
Trinity College, Dublin. She died at Monkstown
Hospital, Dún Laoghaire, on 22 November 1980.
Her work is in the collection of the Ulster
Museum, Belfast, the Victoria and Albert
Museum, London, Sligo Museum and Art
Gallery, the Hugh Lane Municipal Gallery of
Modern Art in Dublin, and the Hirschhorn
Museum,Washington DC.

Location of plaque: 18 Lawrence Hill, Londonderry
Date of unveiling: 17 May 2011
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McILROY, ARCHIBALD (1859-1915)| Writer and Storyteller

Archibald McIlroy was born in 1859 in Fluther Loanin in the townland of Ballylinney, where his father was a small farmer.
After National School, he went to Belfast to study at the Mercantile Academy and the Royal Belfast Academical Institution,
Although he considered training for the
Presbyterian ministry, he instead entered
the Ulster Bank, where he worked as a
clerk for ten years. He then went into
business on his own account, and, married
to a clergyman's daughter, settled in
Drumbo, Co Down. He became a JP, and
a member of Down County Council, a
position that gave him the chance to
promote the cause of land reform, a
contentious issue in late-Victorian Ireland.
McIlroy's young son gave a start to his
writing career, when he repeatedly asked
his father for stories. A series of sketches
based on his youthful exploits around
Ballyclare became McIlroy's first book,
When Lint was in the Bell (1897). This
book's popularity encouraged him to write
The Auld Meetin Hoose Green (1898), a
humorous re-working of tales told to him
by his mother, and by workers in the east
Chris Spurr (Ulster History Circle), Martin McDonald (Heritage Lottery Fund), Etta
Antrim countryside. McIlroy uses the true
Mann (former Councillor), Ian Crozier (CEO Ulster Scots Agency) and Mayor Billy Webb
Scots
tongue of
the countryfolk in his writing, and publication of his second book in Belfast was followed
by an edition in Toronto, with the book selling well on both sides of the Atlantic.
Between 1900 and 1910 five more books followed, By Lone Craig-Linnie Burn (1900), A
Banker's Love Story (1901), The Humour of Druid's Island (1902), Burnside (1908) and By the
Inglee Nook (1910). The popularity of his writing made McIlroy in demand as a lecturer,
when he would regale audiences with tales of old Ballyclare. Ill health brought on by
extensive work caused him to travel through Europe to recuperate, but he never recovered
sufficiently to follow an ambition to become an MP. Instead, in 1912 he travelled to
Canada to work for the Presbyterian Church, but his final journey was to be on the RMS
Lusitania, which was sunk off the coast of Cork by a German U-boat on May 7th, 1915.
One of almost 1200 souls who perished that day, McIlroy never returned to the land of his
birth.

Location of plaque: Town Hall, The Square, Ballyclare
Date of unveiling: 8 October 2011
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MacQUITTY, WILLIAM (1905-2004) | Film-maker, writer and photographer

William MacQuitty was born on 15 May 1905, the son of the managing director of The Belfast Telegraph. Educated at
Campbell College he joined the Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China. Having worked briefly in Belfast and London,
in 1936 he took up his first posting in the Far East, at Amritsar in Punjab where he was enthralled by the exotic contrast of
the Orient with his homeland. In l928 he became a founder member of the Lahore Flying Club. He worked in Ceylon, Siam,
Malaya and China before returning to Ireland in 1939.
Having briefly worked at farming and beginning medical studies in London, his attention switched to filmmaking as his
amateur film Simple Silage, made for the benefit of Ulster farming neighbours, came to the attention of the Ministry of
Information.
MacQuitty's contributions to the war effort included Out of Chaos,
a portrait of the war artists Henry Moore, Stanley Spencer, Paul
Nash and Graham Sutherland, among others, and The Way We Live,
which chronicled the rebuilding of the heavily bombed city of
Plymouth. Big feature films followed: Happy Family, Street Corner,
The Beachcomber; Above us the Waves; The Black Tent and The
Informers. His greatest achievement in films was A Night to
Remember, the classic account of the sinking of the Titanic, which
was doubly satisfying because in 1911 as a six-year-old he had
witnessed the ship being launched.
In Egypt, initially to research and make a film about Gordon of
Khartoum he became fascinated instead by the attempts to save
the temples of Abu Simbel from the flooding that would follow
the completion of the Aswan High Dam. MacQuitty presented the
unsuccessful British plan to save the temples by building a small
dam around them, not to keep water out but to keep crystal-clear,
filtered water in. Visitors would then have looked at the engulfed
temples from observation galleries at various depths.
That experience led to his first book, Abu Simbel. He went on to
produce almost a book a year on a variety of subjects, reflecting his
interests in the Orient, all illustrated with his award-winning
photographs from a library of a quarter of a million taken by him
over 60 years in 75 different countries.

Mayor Montgomery, Jane, Betty and Miranda
MacQuittyand Councillor Marion Smith

In 1959 MacQuitty helped to found Ulster Television, becoming its first managing director. The station created a link with
Queen's University, Belfast, and showed Britain's first adult education programme, Midnight Oil.
MacQuitty published two books on gardening, Irish Gardens and Great Botanical Gardens of the World. His most successful book,
Tutankhamun: The Last Journey sold half a million copies. His photograph of Tutankhamun's funerary mask was used as the
poster for the l972 British Museum exhibition of the tomb's treasures. MacQuitty wrote an autobiography, A Life to Remember
(l991). His last book, Survival Kit: How to Reach Ninety and Make the Most of It, was published in l996.
In 2002 the Royal Photographic Society awarded him with the Society's Lumière Award for distinction in film and
photography. He died on 5 February 2004.
Location of Plaque: 89 Princetown Road, Bangor
Date of Unveiling: 15 April 2011
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MAGINN, FRANCIS (1861-1918)| Pioneer of Rights and Education of Deaf People

Maginn was born in Mallow, County Cork on 21 April 1861. His father was a Church of Ireland vicar. At 5 Maginn became
deaf due to scarlet fever and his father sent him to the famous Royal London Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb on Old Kent
Road, where he excelled. At age 17 he was offered a junior teachership in the Royal London Asylum's Margate Branch where
he remained for five years. He went to the National Deaf Mutes College at Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C..
America had a profound effect on Maginn, who felt he now had the ability to achieve a higher level of attainment. As a result
of his three years at Gallaudet Maginn felt that the British approach to deafness was one of injustice and that his life's work
would be to enhance the quality of life of the deaf in the United Kingdom.
Maginn returned to the Ireland in 1882, and became president of the first British association to further the cause of the deaf
and dumb. While it recruited 239 members, it failed in 1889.
A Royal Commission on the Blind and Deaf & Dumb (1887-1889) proposed to standardise the education of 'handicapped'
people. The legislation supported the use of the 'pure oral method' of education and discouraged deaf people from marrying
for fear of producing a 'deaf race'. Rev. William B. Sleight, the chair of the British Deaf & Dumb Association sat on the
commission and signed it in 1889 with reservations.
In January 1890, a national conference for the deaf was held in St Saviour's Church for the deaf in London. Here, Maginn
presented his views for improving the deaf education system in Britain. He proposed forming a National Association for the
Deaf, and said that the American "Combined Methods" education system, which incorporated fingerspelling, signed English,
lipreading and Manualism approaches that facilitated oral communication in the deaf such as Total Communication combined
with sign language, works and should be brought to the UK.
The conference agreed that there should
a representative association for the deaf
community in the British Empire. It was
named the "British Deaf And Dumb
Association." Although Maginn argued
against it the steering group agreed to
allow hearing members who took an
active interest in the welfare of the deaf,
provided they were proposed by five
deaf people. Maginn hotly disagreed
with this decision, objecting to the idea
of the "benevolent paternalism" of the
hearing friends of the deaf. The
Association championed for the use of
sign language in deaf schools rather than
just Pure Oral Systems. The Association
was formed in Leeds with William
Staff and members of Wilton House
Sleight, a hearing man, being elected
Chairman. Maginn was given the role of
regional vice-president; an honorary position with no real powers, which was a blow to his confidence. Maginn gradually
withdrew from the Association and concentrated his energy on Ulster Institute for the Deaf.
Despite his failure to challenge the attitudes among deaf missionaries in the UK and Ireland, he gave up went back to Belfast
to focus on his work as the Superintendent at the Ulster Institute for the Deaf where he was much appreciated by Ulster's
deaf community. He died in Belfast in 1918.
Location of plaque: Wilton House, 5 College Square North, Belfast
Date of Unveiling: 21 April 2011
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O’NOLAN, BRIAN; (O’BRIEN, FLANN), (NA GOPALEEN, MYLES) (1911-1966) | Writer

Brian O'Nolan was born at 17 Bowling Green, Strabane,
Co. Tyrone on 5 October 1911. He was educated at
Blackrock College and University College Dublin where he
started his literary career by contributing to the UCD
magazine Comhthrom Féinne under the names of Brother
Barnabas and Count O'Blather.
O'Nolan joined the Civil Service in 1935 where he worked
in town planning, retiring in 1953. The Irish Civil Service
prohibited the writing of articles and letters on current
affairs so he used a variety of pseudonyms writing satirical
letters to newspapers, sometimes criticising his own letters
using different names.
His novels were published under the pseudonym Flann
O'Brien. His first one, At Swim - Two Birds, published in
1939 is regarded as a masterpiece. The Third Policeman
written in 1939-40 was published posthumously. Other
works include The Hard Life, 1961, The Dalkey Archive, 1965.
An Bheal Bocht written in Irish in 1941 and translated into
English in 1973 as The Poor Mouth. He wrote two plays
Thirst and Faustus Kelly, which was produced in the Abbey
Theatre in 1943.

O’Nolan’s nephews unveil the plaque

Using the pseudonym Myles na gCopaleen
(Myles of the Little Horses) he wrote a column
for the Irish Times under the title Cruiskeen Lawn.
The column first appeared on 4 October 1940,
continuing right up the time of his death, in
hospital in Dublin on 1 April 1966.
Flann O'Brien is considered a major figure in
twentieth century Irish literature. The British
writer Anthony Burgess said that, "If we don't
cherish the work of Flann O'Brien we are
stupid fools who don't deserve to have great
men. Flann O'Brien is a very great man."
Burgess included At Swim-Two-Birds on his list of
99 Great Novels.
O’Nolan family with the plaque

Location of plaque: 17 Bowling Green, Strabane, Co. Tyrone
Date of unveiling: 1 October 2011
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Appendix 4

Launch of the Guide to Blue Plaques in Ulster – June 2012
At a well attended event in the Crescent Arts Centre, Belfast on 15 June, Chaired by
Chairman Chris Spurr, the Circle’s Wesley McCann and Linda Greenwood together with
designer Mark Thompson answered questions and described the process and problems of
design and production. Chris thanked all of those involved, paying a particular tribute to
Jimmy Hawthorne, the Circle's founder, without whose dedication over the years it
would not have survived. He also thanked the AE Harvey Trust and the Heritage Lottery
fund for their financial assistance in producing the
guide.
Wesley provided an interesting insight to the
editorial and design processes, not the least of which
was to reduce the lives of those honoured to a limit
of 60 words. The result was a pocket-sized overview
of the wide range of people who had plaques
dedicated to them. The guide would be a valuable aid
to historians, local people, tourist, schools etc.

Rita Harkin

Rita Harkin, a member of the Heritage Lottery Fund
NI Committee, spoke of the wide range of people honoured; from politics,
the arts and academia over a period of six centuries. She also noted a submariner, a President of Israel, a sheep-king from Australia and the father of
the Suez Canal, to mention only a few. For those whose appetite was
whetted, there were more riches to be found in the Circle's Dictionary of
Ulster Biography. All are united by a common theme 'public mindedness'.
She thanked the Circle for highlighting these personalities to public attention
where they act as an inspiration to others as they go about their daily

Wednesday 22 June saw the launch of the
Guide in the Maiden City. The event was staged
in the Verbal Arts Centre which itself hosts the
blue plaque to playwright George Farquhar. The
Centre had kindly given us the use of their
premises free of charge and the Circle
acknowledges this act of generosity.
Prof. Patrick Murphy, speaking on behalf of the
Heritage Lottery Fund, defined the difference
between history and heritage by suggesting that
history is the past that we read in a book,
whereas heritage is about the past that you could
see, Some say its about landscape that was here
from the beginning, some that it was about
buildings – museums, castles and the like,
others that it is about the arts/music/culture. It
was all about that but he defined it as two
Chris Spurr, Dr Aideen McGinley, Wesley McCann and Prof. Patrick Murphy
themes - one, it was about people, shaping the
landscape and being shaped by it; and - two, it was about a sense of place, and if heritage is people and place then
the modern day people who spotted this and combined the two is the Ulster History Circle.
Because what the Circle does is to give us a sense of people, not in the abstract sense of characters from the past
but to commemorate people from the past and give them relevance by pointing out where they lived or worked,
about where they were when they invented, or composed or created, how they interacted with those around
them in terms of thoughts and inspirations and hopes and dreams. These are living people that the Circle has
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brought to us: not just in the abstract sense of books on dusty shelves but in the sense of bringing them into our
streets, our country roads, our villages and towns and our industrial heartlands. They are no longer located in
those dusty books.
He said that the Circle actually cheats, very slightly but very cleverly, because it’s not just about history, it’s also
about geography, a sense of place; it’s about linking place and people, it marries history and geography in a
wonderful way, which gives us the heritage that we are celebrating here today. These people are not ‘the great
and the good’ or those with a high historical profile, they are ordinary people who did extraordinary things.
Prof. Murphy said that to bring real people to life you need real people and that the people of the Ulster History
Circle to us are absolutely real. He said that the heritage movement in Northern Ireland owes a great debt of
gratitude to the Ulster History Circle for what is a major contribution to heritage here. On behalf of the Heritage
Lottery Fund he thanked the Circle and wished them well in the future.
Dr. Aideen McGinley, Chief Executive of Ilex, the company involved in the regeneration of Londonderry, said
that she was honoured to be asked to launch the Guide. She recalled being visited some ten years ago while in
DCAL by Jimmy Hawthorne, who was looking for money to develop the Ulster History Circle. Heritage was a
subject that fell between stools in government; it wasn’t DCAL, or DOE or DRD’. So who ‘owned’ heritage?
Was it tourism, was it social development? She had been impressed by the spirit of people like him trying in a
voluntary capacity to encourage a pride in people and place, to ensure that we did not lose something that was
important. She said that the gap had been filled by the Heritage Lottery Fund by funding a five-year package to
enable a sustainable approach. It built on and underpinned the voluntary principle and was and is recognition of
the importance of the work.
She said that while it was great to have information on websites it was nice to have this Guide that you could put
in your pocket and take around with you. Coming from Enniskillen it was great to see mention of Oscar Wilde.
However, there also was Kathleen Bridle, an inspirational teacher and artist. So it was not just internationally
known people that were being honoured but ordinary people as well, who had made a difference. It’s about poets
and philosophers, geographers and geologists. It’s the whole raft of human endeavour and it is important that it
continues.
The Circle worked closely with local authorities and from personal experience she knew that it is highly respected
and regarded by those it works with. Government does respect what the Circle is doing but there remains the
need to tackle the ‘between stools’ issue the issue needs to be picked up by the authorities such as the Tourist
Board, Culture NI and others and turned into a trail that becomes part of the tourism product. The City of
Culture will take cognisance of this resource.
Dr. McGinley said, "John Donahue has a lovely phrase ‘We all leave an imprint of ourselves on the ether of place’
and I think that what you are doing is making this tangible by these blue plaques.".
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Appendix 5

Ulster History Circle blue plaque scheme
How the Scheme works
The Circle receives many nominations for blue plaques each year. The Circle broadly follows the selection criteria
devised by the Royal Society of Arts in the 1860s when the first plaque scheme was established, which were used
by the London County Council and its successors and which still inform its successor, English Heritage. Thus, the
potential recipient of an Ulster History Circle plaque must •
•
•

be dead for at least 20 years or, if less, have passed the centenary of his or her birth;
be associated with the province of Ulster through birth, education, work or vocation and
have made a significant contribution to the development or delivery of education, industry, commerce,
science, arts and literature, politics, international affairs or other calling, in Ulster or anywhere in the
world.

Proposals are considered for the commemoration of sites of special historical interest. There are three of these;
the site of the 18th Century French Huguenot Church in Lisburn, Kelly’s Cellars in Bank Street, Belfast and The
Maritime Club in College Square North in Belfast.
A candidate who has already been publicly acknowledged, in Ulster, by way of an existing memorial e.g. statue,
plaque, named building or thoroughfare will normally not be accepted for a blue plaque.
The Circle considers all the suggestions that meet the basic criteria. Where accepted for selection, detailed
research is carried out into the surviving addresses of candidates using sources such as biographies, street and
electoral registers, and census and valuation records.
Generally, only one plaque is allowed per person, so the building on which the plaque is to be placed has to be
chosen very carefully. Where the candidate was born in Ulster the Circle will seek to erect the plaque on the birth
house, or any suitable replacement building on the same site. Where there is no suitable replacement, where it is
in an inaccessible location or where the place of birth can not be traced, an alternative building, in which the
candidate was educated, lived or worked, will be selected. In suitable cases, the site of a benefaction, e.g. Magee
College, Londonderry can be used. In some appropriate cases the plaque can be erected on a public building e.g. a
Library in the area where the person was born or lived if the original building is too remote from public view or
has been demolished or replace by an inappropriate structure, for example a car park. Where the candidate was
born outside Ulster, the most suitable place, of education, residence or work will be selected.
Except in rare cases, plaques must be visible from the public highway.
Before a plaque can be erected, the owners of the building in question have to give their consent. Where listed
buildings are involved, the building owner must obtain consent from the Northern Ireland Environment Agency.
If granted, the plaque is produced and fixed to the building. The cost of plaque design, manufacture and
installation is borne entirely by the Ulster History Circle from the grants and contributions paid.
Unveiling ceremonies are always held. These occasions, where possible attended by descendants, friends, relatives
and colleagues of the person being commemorated, are often memorable, emotional events.
The presence of a plaque does not afford a building any statutory protection; it has, for example, no connection
with listing. Plaques that have been removed in the course of redevelopment or renovation are recovered and
replaced later in the same or an alternative location.
The Process
In all, it can take up to a year from the initial suggestion to the erection of a plaque. The process is lengthy because
of the number of steps or stages that are required, some of which can be time consuming or be delayed for a
number of reasons. Examples are: acceptance into the Forward Programme, assigning a Circle member who will
be responsible for progressing it, discovering historical material, search for the most appropriate location, tracing
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records and relatives, obtaining permissions, acquiring financial support, identifying and consulting interested
people and organisations, reaching agreement of plaque design, wording and size, preparing invitations lists and
invitations, press notices and promotional material. Also, organising the event: commissioning the plaque,
identifying the speakers and the running order, organising the PA system and audio/visual material as required,
arranging for photographs and organising refreshments. Finally, updating the website and the Dictionary of Ulster
Biography.
Afterwards
The Circle does not simply abandon the plaque once it is erected. There is always the possibility that it may be
vandalised or damaged in some way; the building might be demolished or a new owner might not want it to
remain. For a voluntary organisation it is not feasible to do a physical check on all of the plaques and we depend
on the building owner/occupier to alert the Circle of any such event. To help with this the Circle presents the
owner/occupier with two laminated plates that can be framed. One is a short biography of the plaque subject,
with images of the person, the building and the plaque; the second is some advice on maintaining the plaque and
who to contact in the event of any damage etc. – as shown here.
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Appendix 6
CONSTITUTION
(As amended by AGM 11 May 2007)
1.

Title
The name of the Circle is The Ulster History Circle (hereinafter called the Circle).

2.

Aims
The aims of the Circle are
i.

to erect commemorative plaques in public places in honour of men and women who have made
significant contributions to the advancement of ideas and particularly in such fields as the arts and
sciences, industry, religion or sport;

ii.

to expand public knowledge of oft-neglected aspects of our history and to increase, through visible
and permanent plaques, public awareness of cultural and historical strengths; and

iii. to co-operate with other historical and architectural groups with a view to promoting interest in the
study of our history.
3.

Membership
The Circle is non-political and non-sectarian. Membership shall be open to all who subscribe to its aims,
are admitted to membership by the Circle, and who pay the membership fee.

4.

Meetings
i.

The Circle will meet at least eight times a year.

ii.

Notification of meetings of the Circle, specifying the business to be transacted, shall be transmitted
by post, or email, to all members seven clear days before the said meeting.

iii. All meetings of the Circle shall be called by the Secretary or Chairman or by such other of its
members as the Circle may decide.
iv. The meeting in May will be deemed the Annual Meeting. The business of the Annual Meeting shall
include presentation of the minutes of the previous annual meeting, reception of the report for the
previous year and the audited accounts of the Circle; agreeing the annual subscription; election of
Officers and the appointment of the honorary auditor.
v.

In the absence of the Chairman, the Annual Meeting shall be chaired by such other member as may
be temporarily elected by those present.

vi. At any meeting each member shall have one vote, except that in the event of a tie, the chairman of
the meeting shall have a casting vote.
vii. The quorum for any meeting shall be five.
viii. In any matter of the interpretation of the constitution the decision of the Chairman shall be final.
ix. If any member fails to attend three consecutive meetings without apology, or alternatively at least
six meetings in a twelve-month period, it will be open to the Circle, entirely at its discretion, to
terminate that individual’s membership without further explanation.
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5. Officers
The Officers of the Circle shall be the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. With the exception of the
Chairman, one person may undertake both of the other Offices.
6. Finance

7.

i.

The Treasurer shall keep a full record of the income and expenditure, and the assets of the Circle.
The accounts of the Circle shall be audited annually and presented to the members at the Annual
Meeting.

ii.

If upon the winding up or dissolution of the Circle there remains, after the satisfaction of all its
debts and liabilities, including the repayment of any unspent grants or donations given for the
erection of specific plaques or other Circle activities, any property or assets whatsoever, the same
shall not be paid to or distributed among the members of the Circle, but shall be given to or
transferred to some other charitable institution or institutions having objects similar to the objects
of the Circle, and which similarly prohibits the distribution of its or their income or property
among its or their members, such institution or institutions to be determined by the Circle
members within three months of the resolution passed initiating the winding-up, failing which, and
if and so far as effect cannot be given to such provision, then to such other charitable objects as the
Circle shall decide.

Amendment to the Constitution
i.

Amendments to the constitution may only be made at an Annual Meeting, provided that notice of
motion to propose any such amendment has been given in writing to the Secretary at least fourteen
days before the date of the meeting.

ii.

No amendment shall be made to the constitution of the Circle unless approved by two-thirds of the
members present and entitled to vote.
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Appendix 7
COMPLETE LIST OF PLAQUES
Harding, Morris - Holywood
Henry, Paul - Belfast
Henry, Robert Mitchell - Belfast
Hewitt, John Harold - Belfast
Herzog, Chaim – Belfast
Hucheson, Francis - Saintfield
Hugenot Community - Lisburn
Hughes, Barney - Belfast
Hunter, Mercy – Belfast
Hurst, Brian Desmond - Belfast
Johnston, James - Belfast
Irvine, Alexander - Antrim
Kelly, Sir Samuel - Belfast
Kelvin (Lord), of Largs - Belfast
King, John - Moy, Co Tyrone
Lanyon, Sir Charles - Belfast
Larmor, Sir Joseph - Belfast
Larkin, Philip - Belfast
Lavery, Sir John – Belfast
Lawrence, Sir Henry - Londonderry
Lever, Charles - Portstewart
Lewis, Clive Staples - Belfast
Lucas VC, Charles Davis - Poyntzpass
Luke, John - Belfast
Lynd, Robert - Belfast
Maritime Club - Belfast
McAdam, Robert Shipboy - Belfast
Mac Aingil, Aodh - Downpatrick
McArthur, Kennedy Kane - Dervock
McCabe, Thomas & William Putnam - Belfast
Macassey, Luke L. – Belfast
McCaughey, Samuel - Ballymena
Macoun, John - Magheralin
McCracken, Henry Joy - Belfast
McCracken, Mary Ann - Belfast
MacCullagh, Prof. James – Plumbridge
McGuinness, Norah – Londonderry
McIlroy, Archibald - Ballyclare
McLaverty, Michael - Killard, Co Down
McKay, John - Belfast
McKimm, Charles - Belfast
MacNeice, Louis – Belfast
MacQuitty, William - Bangor
Magee, Martha – Londonderry
Maginn, Francis - Belfast
Magennis VC, James Joseph - Belfast
Marconi, Gugliamo - Ballycastle
Marshall, W.F. - Sixmilecross, Co. Tyrone
Middleton, Colin - Bangor
Milligan, Alice & Milligan-Fox, Charlotte Omagh
Mitchel, John & Martin, John - Newry
Monaghan, John ‘Rinty’ - Belfast

Alexander, Cecil Frances- Londonderry
Andrews, Thomas - Belfast
Annesley, Lady Mabel - Castlewellan
Bambrick, Joe - Belfast
Beckett, Samuel - Enniskillen
Bell, Sam Hanna – Belfast
Berkeley, Bishop George - Londonderry
Bigger, Francis Joesph - Mallusk
Black, Dr Samuel - Newry
Bland, Lilian – Carnmoney
Bridle, Kathleen – Enniskillen
Brown, E. Godfrey - Holywood
Bunting, Edward - Belfast
Byers, Margaret - Belfast
Cambridge VC, Daniel - Carrickfergus
Campbell, Joseph - Belfast
Carey, Joseph William - Belfast
Carmichael, Amy - Belfast & Millisle
Cary, Joyce - Londonderry
Chesney, Francis, Rawdon - Ballymartin, Co.
Down
Clarke (nee Crilley), Margaret - Newry
Coey, Sir Edward - Newtownabbey
Conor, William – Belfast
Copley, Clara (Ma) - Belfast
Coyle, Kathleen - Londonderry
Craig, James Humbert - Cushendun
Crichton VC, James Bell - Carrickfergus
Crolly, William - Downpatrick
Daly, Fred – Coleraine
Deeny, Dr James - Lurgan
De Wind VC, Edmund - Comber
Dickson, George - Newtownards
Dickson, William Steele - Portaferry
Dill, Field Marshall Sir John - Lurgan
Dillon, Gerard – Belfast
Donnell, Ezekiel - Strabane
Drennan, William - Belfast
Dunlop, John Boyd - Belfast
Eaton, Timothy - Ballymena
English VC, Lt. Col. William John - Belfast
Evans, E. Estyn - Belfast
Ewald, Clara - Belfast
Farquhar, George - Londonderry
Ferguson, Henry George (Harry) – Belfast
Ferguson, Sir Samuel - Belfast
Foster, Vere Henry Lewis – Belfast
Geddes, Wilhelmina - Belfast
Gibson, William - Dromore, Co Down
Gilmore, Joseph (Joe) - Ardglass
Grand, Sarah - Donaghadee
Green, William Alfred - Belfast
Guthrie, Sir Tyrone – Belfast
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Sigerson - Dr. George - Strabane
Society of United Irishmen – Belfast
Staples, Sir Richard P. Bt. - Cookstown
Stewart, George Vesey - Martray, Co Tyrone
Sullivan, Robert - Holywood
Swift, Jonathan - Ballynure
Thomson, Hugh - Coleraine
Thompson, Sam – Belfast
Tomelty, Joseph – Portaferry
Trollope, Anthony - Belfast
Waddell, Helen - Banbridge
Wallace, Sir Richard - Lisburn
Walton, Ernest - Belfast
Welch, Robert John - Strabane
White, Sir George - Portstewart
Whitla, Sir William - Belfast
Wilde, Oscar - Enniskillen
Wilson, Guy - Broughshane
Yeats, John B. - Banbridge

Murray, Sir James - Belfast
Nichol, Andrew - Belfast
Noble, Margaret - Dungannon
O’Byrne, Cathal - Belfast
O’Nolan, Brian - Strabane
Parker, Stewart - Belfast
Phillips, H.B. - Londonderry
Pottinger, Sir Henry - Belfast
Praeger, Robert Lloyd - Holywood
Praeger, Rosamond - Holywood
Rowley, Richard - Belfast
Russell, Thomas - Belfast
Ritchie, William - Belfast
Robert the Bruce - Rathlin Island
Rodgers, Paul - Carrickfergus
Rodgers, W.R. - Belfast
Russell, George William - Lurgan
Scott, William - Enniskillen
Sheils, George - Carnlough
Young, James - Belfast
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The blue plaques draw attention to the association of buildings with individuals who have distinguished
themselves in some way. This encourages local communities to identify with the people concerned, encourages local pride and often stimulates local activity such as summer schools, festivals, lectures, commemorative events and general tourism.
By actively involving local communities and schools in the plaque research and siting process, we
are creating new opportunities to explore and learn about heritage issues.

Plaques erected in 2011 - 2012
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